
 

 

 

Please come and join us for the Youth led worship service on Sunday, 

August 9 at 10:00 a.m. The theme of the service is, “Come and See What 

God is Doing in Our Lives”.  Please come and hear the students share 

stories of how God has been at work in their lives and how they have 

shared in the love of God and experienced spiritual growth as part of the 

Body of Christ at First Presbyterian!  Tori Harper, Chelsea Beaver, and 

Lindsay Snyder will be sharing a message with us as they prepare to 

leave for college.  There will be a cake reception in McLeod Hall 

following the service.  We hope to see you there! 

Youth Sunday 
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All Children’s—St. Pete 
Nick Glenn 

In Need of Your Prayers: 

Vet Ashby   Jared Lockhart  
Anna Marie Barton   Bob Lindstrom 
Barbara Bissett   Grayce McNamara 
Geraldine Chilton  John Metzgar  
Sondra Cole  Joan Murphy 
Rich & Buddie Daniel  Jeane Parks 
Eunice Dishman  Judy Partain 
Helen Dunaway  Rick Reass 
Helen Gross  Dave Ryan 
Esther Huehn  Marguerite Sowards 
Maggie Hankin  Bert Schulz 
Mary Pat Harding  Myrtice Stolz 
Ann & Al Hays  Hazel Thomas 
Phyllis Howell  Ben Tucker 
Barbara  Hill  Sandra Turley 
Marj Howe  Ann Wilford 
Dick Kingham  Judith Winjum 
     
  

Friends & Relatives: 
Ted Duning     (Jan & Mark Sanders’ friend) 

Jon Gardner     (Pat and Gary Gardner’s grandson) 

Barbara Greathouse     (Michelle Morgan’s mother) 

Barbara Grimes     (Lois Frakes’ friend) 

Faye Harris     (Kay Gray’s friend) 

Mary Duncanson Henry  (Phyllis Gilbert’s friend) 

Martha Johnson     (Norma Conner’s friend) 

Jim Joiner      (Carol Anne Golden’s friend) 

A.J. Kayntma     (Lois Frakes’ friend) 

Paulette Kersbergen     (Al Kersbergen’s sister) 

Frances Lilly     (Gloria Allen’s mother) 

Pat Marshall     (Larry & Candy Marshall’s sister-in-law) 

       (Kathy Michaels’ daughter) 

Laurie Miller     (Barbara Crowder’s cousin) 

Don Price                       (former pastor) 

Dana Richardson     (Bob Hines’ friend) 

Joan Russell     (Betty Johnson’s friend) 

Marcella Scherer     (Paul & Marilyn Scherer’s sister-in-law) 

Tony Silva      (Gale & Gwen Waters friend) 

Ann Tullis      (Judy Winfree’s mom) 

Scarlett  Turner     (Rick & Pat Reass’ granddaughter) 

Anne Vega     (Susan Wales’ friend) 

Charlene Verworn     (Roxann McCann’s mother) 

Carol and Harvey White (Gary Gardner’s sister and brother-in-law) 

 

In Military Service: 
Eddie Gray Michael Dobler    Ryan Beissinger 

Jacob Spence Derek Shelton      Adam Rooney 
Leah (Doty) Fuscia Adam McPhail     David Knowles 

Sean Harp  Daniel Harp          Brian Parrish 

James E. Baker Jarrett Abbott       Aaron Ashley 

 

Remember in Prayer  

Bag Lunch & Soup Kitchen 

Weeks of  

7/20/09 & 7/27/09 

590 Bag Lunches Given Out 

267  Fed at the Soup Kitchen 
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Church Calendar  

Sunday, August 16 

Three Penny Partners 

Communion 

   9:00 a.m.  Sunday School 

 10:00 a.m.  Worship 

       
Monday, August 17 

   8:30 a.m.  MOM 
 10:00 a.m.  Quilters, MH 
   6:30 p.m.  CE Meeting, GR 
 

Tuesday, August 18 
   9:00 a.m.  Staff Meeting, MCR 
 10:00 a.m.  Hospice 
 12:00 p.m.  Men’s Lunch, McLeod Hall 
   1:00 p.m.  Al-Anon, Geneva Room 
   6:30 p.m.  Deacon’s Mtg., GR 
     

Wednesday, August 19 

    8:30 a.m.  M.O.M. 

   5:30  p.m.  FOCA 
     

Thursday, August 20 

  7:00 p.m. Magic Club, GR 

  7:00 p.m. Overeaters, CE103 
     

Friday, August 21 

   8:30 a.m.  M.O.M. 
       

Saturday, August 22 

  9:30 a.m. Alpha Jewels 637, GSH 

  2:00 p.m. Soup Kitchen Prep., Kitchen 

  4:00 p.m. Soup Kitchen, 737 Building 

     

Church Calendar  

Sunday, August 9 

Youth Sunday 

   9:00 a.m.  Sunday School 

 10:00 a.m.  Worship 

 11:00 a.m.  VBS Wrap-Up 

 11:00 a.m.  Reception, MH 

    
Monday, August 10 

   8:30 a.m.  MOM 
   6:30 p.m.  Children’s Committee, GR 
              

Tuesday, August 11 

HSYG Beach Trip 
   9:00 a.m.  Staff Meeting, MCR 

 12:00 p.m.  Finance, UR 

   1:00 p.m.  Al-Anon, Geneva Room 
   5:15 p.m.  Personnel, MCR 
   5:30 p.m.  Stephen Leaders, MCR 
   6:30 p.m.  Stephen Ministers, GR 
   7:00 p.m.  Worship/Music, MCR 
  

Wednesday, August 12 

  8:30 a.m.  M.O.M. 

12:00 p.m.  Buildings/Grounds, MH 

  5:30 p.m.  FOCA 

       
Thursday, August 13 

  4:00 p.m. Symphony Guild, CE103 

  6:30 p.m. Alpha Jewels, GSH 

  7:00 p.m. Stamp Club, GR 

  7:00 p.m. Overeaters, CE103 

     
Friday, August 14 

   8:30 a.m.  M.O.M. 

       
Saturday, August 15 

10:00 a.m. Fiber Guild, GSH 

  2:00 p.m. Soup Kitchen Prep., Kitchen 

  4:00 p.m. Soup Kitchen, 737 Building 
Rally Day Breakfast is 

scheduled for Sunday, 

September 13, 2009.  

Breakfast will start at 

9:15 a.m. and conclude 

around 10:00 a.m. 

 

 

Menu 
Omelet 

Bacon 

Biscuits 

Donuts 

Cereal 

Orange Juice 
 

Please plan to join us!  Sign-up sheet 

is in McLeod Hall. 

Communion 
August 16, 2009 

Let us prepare our hearts. 

Three Penny Partners 

Our Three Penny Partners will be 

collecting the 3 Cents-a-Meal hunger 

offering during the worship service Sunday, 

August 16.  Please bring your home 

collections to go toward our Soup Kitchen/

Bag Lunch Ministry, Beth-El Farm-workers 

Ministry, and Honduras. 

Rally Day Breakfast 



Worship, Christian Education and Youth Ministries 

Christ Kids 
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On Sundays in August, Dr. Negley and Dr. Harvey are 

preaching from texts which lead us in understanding the 

life and faith of Peter, Paul, and some of the Marys. We 

hope that you will enhance the worship experiences by 

undertaking your own journey through the stories of the 

lives of these faithful followers of Jesus. 
  
For the whole story of Peter (Simon) – you can begin 

by reading any of the four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, 

Luke, or John).  Peter is one of the first disciples called 

by Jesus (Mt. 4:18,    Mk. 1:16, Lk. 5:1, Jn. 1:35).  Peter 

walks with Jesus from this point on.  The Acts of the 

Apostles tells the story of the early church in the power 

of Holy Spirit, beginning with the ascension of the 

resurrected Jesus into heaven.  In many ways, Acts is a 

continuation of the story of Peter, as disciple/apostle.  In 

the first eight chapters of Acts, Peter is the main human 

character.   
 
Paul (Saul) appears briefly in chapters 8 and 9, and then 

Paul plays a minor role in the shadow of Peter until 

chapter 13, and Paul’s first missionary journey.  The 

spotlight then shifts to Paul.  In Acts chapter 15, Peter 

and Paul are both important voices at the Jerusalem 

Council.  Beginning in Acts chapter 16, and continuing 

through the end of Acts in chapter 28, Paul’s faithful 

response to God’s leading drives the story.  Paul’s name 

is also assigned to thirteen of the New Testament books 

(letters): Romans, I Corinthians, II Corinthians, 

Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, I 

Thessalonians, II Thessalonians, I Timothy, II Timothy, 

Titus, and Philemon.  We learn a great deal about Paul’s 

life and faith from reading these letters.  
 
Mary is a fairly popular name in the New Testament, 

and stories of the different Marys are powerful 

illustrations of faithfulness.  We can begin with the 

story of Mary, the mother of Jesus, and her role in the 

birth of the Christ  (Mt. 1:18, Lk.1:26).  Mary, Jesus’ 

mother, also plays an important role during the life of 

our Lord (Jn 2:1, Jn 19:26).  Another person whose life 

is a wonderful study of discipleship is Mary, the sister 

of Martha and Lazarus.  (Lk. 10:38, Jn. 11:1) Among 

others who share this name are Mary, the wife of 

Clopas, and Mary Magdalene (Jn 20:1, Mk. 16:9). 

Please join us this summer in learning about and from 

these people who walked the discipleship path with 

Jesus, as we focus on stories of Peter, Paul, and the 

Marys. 

Summer Sunday School  

for Children through Adults  

(May 31 – August 30) 
 
Children of the Church are invited on an adventure of 

Shows, Songs, and Stories with Dr. Harvey. All children 

ages three through fifth grade graduates are invited to 

experience this hands-on faith journey with Dr. Harvey. 
  
Middle School and High School Youth will continue 

their focus with e│Merge 3.0.  Feel free to bring a friend 

and drop in this summer at the Student Center. 
  
The Perspectives Class will continue to focus on 

“Current Hot Button Issues” and how they relate to 

Christianity.  Dr. Jim Threlkel and Glenn Thomas will 

facilitate this class. Please meet in the Geneva Room. 
  
Where TV Land Meets Bible Land is led by Dr. Steve 

Negley.  This class will go on an interactive faith journey 

through favorite TV shows of the past.  Please meet in 

the back of McLeod Hall. 

August 9:   Youth Sunday 

August 11- 12:   HSYG Beach Trip 
August 23:      End of Summer Youth & Family 

    Cookout 
If you have any questions please contact Josh Peters 

at jpeters@firstpreswh.org or (863) 232-7337. 

Youth Calendar 

Summer Sermon Series 

Attention teens and adults: Are you interested in helping 
out with the Children’s Workshop Rotation or our 
Wednesday afternoon Christ Kids Program? The 
Children’s Committee is in need of a teacher for the Art 
Workshop Rotation as well as substitute teachers. Our 
Christ Kids Program could use a few extra hands during 
the year from 3:30 – 5:30 p.m. every Wednesday 
afternoon. Please prayerfully consider these wonderful 
opportunities to get to know the children of First 
Presbyterian Church.  Please call Amy Smith at 294-
3121 if you are interested. 

Mark your calendars! Our Wednesday afternoon Christ 
Kids Program will begin on Wednesday, September 9 
with snacks out on the playground at 3:00 p.m. All 
children ages three through fifth grade are invited to 
attend an afternoon of fellowship, faith building, music, 
recreation, and Bible study.   

Please see Amy Smith for more 
information. 

Children’s Workshop Rotation 
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Our Purpose 
As a congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA), First Presbyterian Church of Winter Haven exists to show 
God’s kingdom to the world as we 
  …Share the good news of what God has done in Jesus Christ 
   ...Develop and nurture God’s children into disciples 
    ...Provide a place and a program for praising God 
     ...Live our lives according to the word, guided by the spirit 
      ...Commit to justice for all God’s people. 
         

Adopted by Session, 2003 
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 This newsletter is published weekly 

  Summer months and holidays published bi-weekly 
 Church dated material, please deliver by 08/07/09 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Dear Church Family, 
Thank you to all those faithful prayer warriors that held me up 

during my recent ICU stay at Winter Haven Hospital.  DVT and 

PE’s are no fun!!  But by the grace of our God, I get to carry on with 

life.  We are so blessed to have Dr.’s Negley and Harvey. 
 

In Christ, 

Rick Reass 

 
From the family of Elmer C. Hill to all the kind and compassionate 

members who have kept us in their thoughts and prayers, sent cards, calls 

and offers of help.  Any and all expressions of condolence was most 

appreciated. 
 

Sincerely, 

Barbara Hill and Family 

 

Dear Friends, 
Just a short note to tell you how very much I appreciate your kindness 

during my illness.  The chicken soup, casserole, food and time spent for a 

whole day taking care of me, cards, phone calls— not forgetting the visits 

from my three great pastors—touched my heart.  Thank you all for caring. 

 

Sincerely, 

Marge Goodman 

 

 



  

Mission Honduras 2009  —  In Their Own Words 
  

From June 20-27, 2009, our congregation sponsored a 29-member mission team to the country of 

Honduras.  This group was our church's sixth week-long mission adventure over the past 11 years, in 

partnership with the churches in the Presbytery of Honduras and the Presbytery of Tampa Bay.  The 

generous support of our congregation has made this continuing ministry possible. God is doing 

marvelous things in the lives of our members and our Honduran Christian brothers and sisters.  Hereõs 

how Heather Whitney, a young adult member of our congregation who was baptized and confirmed in 

our church, describes the experience: 

 

Heather Whitney-Mission Honduras 
I along with my fellow missionaries arrived 

òin countryó ñ  the beautiful, foliated green, 

lush, and mountainous country of Honduras 

ñ on a lovely, sunshiny, and warm June 

Saturday.  At once we met the two most 

generous and humble hermanos (brothers) 

for which you could ever ask and/or 

wishé..Alex and Noel.  Honduran 

hermanos of the highest caliber and quality, 

and these were just the first native 

Hondurans we were to encounter on our 

journey.  Next was Pastor Gloria; a 

wonderfully spiritual and strong-willed 

woman that greeted each of us with a big 

smile, a kind word in her native Spanish 

tongue, and either a warm embracing hug 

and/or a heart felt and meaningful handshake.  Worshipping with our Honduran brothers and sisters was 

lively and moving, literally and figuratively.  Clapping while singing with a guitar and tambourine 

accompaniment certainly will wake you up to the presence of God among and around you.  The 

congregationõs individual participation in the singing was admirable, awe-inspiring, and motivational.  It 

definitely exactly illustrated what it is to be en Cristo (in Christ). 

 
The people in the little villages of Nacome, 

Moropocay, Las Crucitas, and La Venta are 

friendly and welcoming.  The beautiful little 

children, with their wide dark eyes and big 

smiles were affectionate, heartrending, and 

tender.  One woman came right up to me and 

quickly began speaking to me in Spanish and 

pointing first to my mouth and then to her 

own.  Even after I said òNo comprendeó to 

explain to her in her own language that I didnõt 

understand what she was saying, she 

continued jabbering anyway...smiling all the 

while.  I later learned that this woman is a 

denture wearer and that she was in search of 

a toothbrush and toothpaste.  She was 

promptly obliged these things and was very 

grateful to be given them.  I was amazed and impressed that Porfirio Lainez, the pastor at the Luz y Vida 

church in Moropocay, the site of our construction mission work, was also a skilled stone mason.  It really 

was inspiring just how much these poor people can and do with so little.   



 
It was heart-wrenching when Pastor Juan 

Rodas, the president of the Presbytery of 

Honduras, decided and sent us the La Venta 

villagers over and above the two-hundred or 

so patients that were able to be seen by Dr.õs 

Moreno and/or Waters so that they could get 

one or two articles of the clothing weõd 

brought with us as compensation and there 

werenõt enough and/or very many  ladies 

skirts, shirts, and shoes to spread around.  

Shoes, or zapatos, were something that we 

were asked for at all our mission stops. 

 

 

 
I personally feel enlightened, amazed, saddened, and definitely more called to serve the less fortunate 

of this earth in honor of Jesus Christ our 

Lord and Saviour after going on Honduras 

Mission 2009.  With so much need, I can 

only hope to help  to continue to make a 

differenceñin the second poorest country 

in the same hemisphere as the United 

States of America, this was my first trip to 

a developing, third world country.  Iõve 

never before traveled to someplace where 

you couldnõt drink the water or put tissue 

paper in the toilet to flush it.  I like to 

think of myself as an environmentalist of 

sorts and having to brush my teeth with a 

small glass of bottled or purified water and 

learning that some people living in 

Tegucigalpa, the capital city of Honduras, 

only get water once every 15 days was 

absolutely an eye-opener as to how much 

we are truly blessed to have in this country.  We are so fortunate as North Americans and it is 

emotive, poignant, and touching to have experienced the glory of God and the peace of our Lord in 

the country of Honduras.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thank you, members and friends of First Pres., 

for the prayerful and generous support of 

Mission Honduras. 
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With A Festival of Church Artisans 

     

    You may be wondering just how First Presbyterian Church of Winter 

Haven came to have such a festival this year!  The idea began with a 

general interest in one art form and expanded into a festival 

showcasing various talents of our church's members. 

  
    For sometime I had been an admirer of the 

floral designs of church member, Peggy 

Davis.  Over the years Peggy has created 

many beautiful floral arrangements for the church ... for worship, 

for receptions, for weddings and for other special events.  I thought 

wouldn't it be great to ask Peggy to teach us some of the tricks of 

the trade.  Those of us who would like to learn would benefit from 

her expertise.  We could learn to arrange flowers for use at home 

and with more trained floral designers in the church 

we might always have fresh arrangements, whether potted, green or 

floral for worship and for other programs and events. 

  
    Then I thought there are so many art forms and so many ways 

they could be employed to benefit the church.  Remembering the 

needleworkers who crafted the pictures hanging in the Price 

Library, I thought we might add to our Chrismon collection by 

including some Counted Cross Stitch Chrismons.  Nancy Dobler came to mind as one 

skilled in this art form.  Thinking about the Advent-Christmas seasons, I thought we do not 

have an Advent Banner to grace our sanctuary.  I knew Pam 

Baker had provided great leadership in creating other banners 

here.  The large mural that was used as a backdrop for Church 

Retreat Too reminded me that our Storytelling Area of the 

Rotation Workshop for children kindergarten through 5th grade 

could benefit from a Biblical scene.  I knew that Mary Ellen 

Porter is very talented and could teach others to paint a backdrop 

featuring countryside and a village scene.  I knew that I had some 

cooking and baking skills.  I knew I would enjoy working with a 

group in preparing bread for Holy Communion.  I knew that some 

of the furniture in our church had been crafted by members.  I 

learned that new member Mark Sanders is a skilled carpenter and 

we had discovered that the church could use some more plant 

pedestals/stands.  I contacted these persons to see if they would 

be willing to provide leadership and to participate in the Festival.  

They graciously consented. 
  
     



 

So less than a month after Bright Sunday, this idea was conceived and presented 

to the Worship and Music Committee for their approval.  In my proposal to the 

Worship and Music Committee I wrote:  

 
I envision this as a series of workshops for people who already 

enjoy doing, are interested in or would like to learn or be involved 

in “arts for the church.”  With regard to scheduling I would 

suggest Wednesday evenings during the month of August.  I chose 

Wednesday because it is in the middle of the week.    Wednesday 

would be a good day as it would be between weekends, when 

many folks getaway.  I suspect the choir will not be back in 

session.  I suggested that we might meet beginning as early as 

5:00 or 5:30 p.m. for a time of table fellowship.  Attendees might 

bring a bag supper with drinks and dessert being provided by the 

church.  Members (friends) may discover a hidden talent or 

acquire a new hobby.  Someone learning may discover a talent 

that can be used not only here at church but in the home.  While 

many folks are away in the summer, this time is less busy and 

people may have more “spare” time for such pursuits.   I am very 

excited about this proposal and I would like this committee’s 

endorsement!   

  
    The Worship and Music Committee approved the concept and the motion was 

taken to the May meeting of Session, who also approved the Festival of Church 

Artisans.  Materials have been ordered, plans have been made and fifty-six persons 

have registered to participate in the Festival on Wednesday evenings in August.  The 

Festival is being funded partially through Miscellaneous Donor Restricted Funds.  

You are invited to come and see artisans ... making Chrismons, painting a mural, 

crafting  plant pedestals, creating an Advent banner, arranging flowers and baking 

bread.  Many of these art forms will be visible in worship in the next few weeks or in 

the coming months, so come and see! 

                                                                                                                   Alan Harvey 
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