
Sunday, November 1, is recognized as All Saints Day.  
On this day, the church and Jesus Christ remember the saints of 

God who have gone on to live in glory, and we celebrate the great 

communion of the saints, past, present, and future.  We will praise 

God that day in worship for the great cloud of witnesses who have 

helped us in our faith.  We will also gather at the Lordõs table for 

the Lordõs supper. 
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Advent Celebration coming soon! Grab your paint brushes, pick your 

color schemes, November 18 is our Advent Celebration for 2009.  This year we will 

be painting the camels and the sheep. If you have not painted a set in the past and 

would like the opportunity to create your own set, please call Amy Smith at 294-

3121. If you painted a set in the past, we already have your set reserved.  Delicious 

soup and sandwiches will be served that evening before the paint fest begins. Be sure 

to mark your calendars for November 18. See you there! 

A Preview of a Coming Attraction:  

An Advent Study  
 

The pastors have chosen to do a four week Bible Study for 

Advent using Charles Dickens' A Christmas Carol as a text with 

allusions to many scripture passages.  Wednesday is the day 

chosen for the study and sessions will be held on Wednesdays December 2, 9, 16 and 

23.  We wish to survey the congregation to see which of three times will be best suited 

for the greatest number of participants.  Please call the office with the best time for   

you - 7:00 a.m., 11:30 a.m. or 6:30 p.m. or email your time choice to 

office@firstpreswh.org.  The two times of the three with the most votes will be the 

appointed times for the study. 



 

Hospital  

Morris Reddout-LRMC; Marilyn Hearn-Heart of FL 

In Need of Your Prayers : 
Richard Ashby                Dick Kingham 
Anna Marie Barton               Bob Lindstrom 
Barbara Bissett                               Janice Maranda 
Geraldine Chilton                        Grayce McNamara 
Peggy Chun                              Kathy Marshall 
Sondra Cole                                 Joan Murphy 
Rich & Buddie Daniel                                   Jeane Parks 
Eunice Dishman                                  Judy Partain 
Helen Dunaway                             Jackie Pinckney 
Dawn Fellows                                                          Dee Palmore 
Bob Gerber                     Dave & Bonnie Ryan 
Helen Gross                                                      Glendora Schuldt 
Harold and Mary Hosier                     Marguerite Sowards 
Esther Hueln                                    Ben Schulz 
Mary Pat Harding                                Myrtice Stolz 
Ann & Al Hays                                Hazel Thomas 
Marj Howe                         Shirley Thompson 
Betty Johnson                               Sandra Turley 
Madison Grode                                 Ann Wilford                  
Friends & Relatives:  

Avie Calkman                      (Rose Carrõs friend) 

Katey Crowder                                            (Leah Brittõs mother) 

Gavin Dean     (Walt & Barb Irwinõs Grandson) 

Nancy Gains                                               (Jane Luciaõs daughter) 

Jon Gardner     (Gary & Pat Gardnerõs grandson) 

Barbara Greathouse                          (Michelle Morganõs mother) 

Barbara Grimes                         (Lois Frakesõ friend) 

Mildred Hall                                               Sunny Sheltonõs friend) 

Mary Sue Harvey                 (Alan Harveyõs Mother) 

Faye Harris                          (Kay Grayõs friend) 

Marvin and Margriet Hogeboom                  (Linda Dingerõs family) 

Fernando Huentes             (Pastor in Suapa Honduras) 

Joanne Iewns                       (Gene Aspyõs friend) 

A.J. Kayntma                        (Lois Frakesõ friend) 

Amy Kok    (Dick & Nancy Shawõs daughter) 

Sicco Kuiper                   (Linda Dingerõs family) 

Frances Lilly                   (Gloria Allenõs mother) 

Pat Marshall         (Larry & Candy Marshallõs sister-in-law) 

                 (Kathy Michaelsõ daughter) 

Art McNamara                 (Nancy Shawõs brother) 

Laurie Miller              (Barbara Crowderõs cousin) 

Carol Nicholson                              (Diane Repassõ cousin) 

Andrew Patrick                        (Lynn Bakerõs friend) 

Emily Pinnell                        (Diane Repassõ aunt) 

Dana Richardson                            (Bob Hinesõ friend) 

B. J. Robertson                        (Gale Watersõ friend) 

Joan Russell                     (Betty Johnsonõs friend) 

Bill Shockley             (Carol Anne Goldenõs friend) 

Ann Tullis                        (Judy Winfreeõs mom) 

Scarlett  Turner      (Rick & Pat Reassõ granddaughter) 

Dustin Wilkinson                               (Lee & Pam Wilkinsonõs son) 

Anne Vega                                                    (Susan Waleõs friend) 

Charlene Verworn                        (Roxanne McCannõs mother) 
Carol & Harvey White    (Gary Gardnerõs sister & brother- in-law)  
Mamie Catherine & Ann Grace Green (Dr Gale & Gwen Watersõ 1yr  

              old nieces)       

 In Military Service:  

Eddie Gray                      Michael Dobler               Ryan Beissinger      

Jacob Spence       Derek Shelton                       Adam Bass 

Leah (Doty) Fuscia       Adam McPhail                 David Knowles 

Sean Harp                      Daniel Harp                        Brian Parrish 
James E. Baker      Jarrett Abbott                    Aaron Ashley 

Chris Hagen                   Bridgette Thompson 

Remember in Prayer  
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Church Calendar  
 

Sunday, November 1      
All Saintõs Day 

Communion  

   8:30 a.m. Worship 

  9:30 a.m. Bell Ensemble    
   9:45 a.m. Sunday School 

 11:00 a.m. Worship 

 12:15 p.m. LN Rehearsal (EA) 

   5:30 p.m. SHYG,  (SC) 
 

Monday, November 2  
  8:30 a.m. M.O.M.                                            

10:00 p.m. Quilters (MH) 

    6:30 p.m. Cub Scouts, (CE101) 

    7:00 p.m. Worship/Music (MCR) 
 

Tuesday, November 3  

   9:00 a.m. Staff Meeting, (MCR) 

 12:00 p.m. Finance (UR) 

   3:30 p.m. Ridge Music (Sanct) 

   6:00 p.m. SNL Planning (GR) 

   7:00 p.m. Session (GR) 
            

Wednesday, November 4  

   8:30 a.m.  M.O.M. 

   3:30 p.m. Christ Kids 

   3:30 p.m. Ridge Music (Sanct) 

   5:30 p.m. MSYG, (SC) 

   6:10 p.m. Chancel Bells, (MS) 

   6:30 p.m. Childõs Comm (GR) 

   7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir, (MS) 
 

 Thursday, November 5  

   7:00 p.m. Chapel Bells, (MS) 
                         

Friday, November 6  

   8:30 a.m.  M.O.M. 
 
           Saturday, November 7  

   7:30 a.m. MSYG Cedarkirk 

   2:00 p.m. Soup Kitchen Prep., Kitchen 

   4:00 p.m. Soup Kitchen, 737 Building 
        
           Sunday, November 8                                    

   8:30 a.m. Worship 

  9:30 a.m. Bell Ensemble    
   9:45 a.m. Sunday School 

 11:00 a.m. Worship 

 12:00 p.m. Playground Picnic 

   5:30 p.m. SHYG,  (SC) 

Andrea Lockhart, daughter of Steve 

& Kim Lockhart, and Brian Cardona 

were joined in marriage on August 16, 

2009, outside of Murphy, North 

Carolina.  We extend our best wishes 

to Andrea & Brian. 

Congratulations 

Volunteer Workday  
The Buildings and Grounds 

Committee has scheduled a  workday 

for Saturday, November 7, 8:00 a.m. ð 

noon.  If you are available on that 

PLEASE COME , we could really use 

your help. 
The main objective is to scrape and 

prime the windows at the Student 

Center. If enough people come and it 

is a nice day, we will also do some 

work on the church grounds.  A 

member of the Properties Committee 

will coordinate the work day. 

THANK YOU 
     On behalf of Mother, Dad, and 
myself, I wish to express our sin-
cere appreciation for your caring 
and concern following Motherõs 
heart attack and catheterization 
procedures.  She is recovering 
and getting adjusted to a different 
way of life with diet, exercise and 
medications.  We thank you for 
your prayers, cards sent and 
other kindnesses.  God bless 
you!  Alan Harvey 

Bag Lunch & Soup Kitchen 

Week of  

10/19/09 

 Bag Lunches Given Out 301 

 Fed at the Soup Kitchen 119 

Cleaning Out Your Closet?  Hereõs What The Soup Kitchen Dispenses! 
Menõs and Womenõs Jeans, sizes 34 or smaller, T-Shirts, Sweaters, Winter Coats, and Blankets.  If you want to purchase clothing, we 

accept new underwear and socks.  Please bring ONLY the above items to the church and place in the barrels in McLeod Hall. 

If you have other items than those listed above,  

Please take these to Goodwill, Salvation Army or The Mission.  

Thank You!  

November 8 is our Playground Picnic 

after the 11 a.m. worship service.  This 

month, our menu will be hotdogs, chili, 

chips, dessert, and a drink.  The suggested 

donation price is $3.00 per person.  Please 

let Amy Smith know if you will be joining us 

for lunch. 



Worship, Christian Education and Youth Ministries 
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The Perspectives Class  will continue their discussion on 
Who is Jesus/Who was Jesus by Marcus Borg. Dr. Jim 
Threlkel and Mr. Glenn Thomas facilitate this class. Feel 
free to drop in this fall even if you didnõt participate last 

year.  This class meet in Geneva Room. 
  
Focus on the Liturgical Year -Holy Days & 
HolidaysñJoin Dr. Negley and Dr. Harvey in an adult 
Sunday School exploration of the biblical basis behind many 
of our church celebrations.  The group will progress week 
to week discussing the background and current traditions 
involved at Christmas, Easter, Pentecost, Ash Wednesday, 
All Saints Day, and more.  This class meets  in the back of 

McLeod Hall. 

Fall Sunday School at First Presbyterian  
9:45 a.m. ð Itõs the place to be! 

  
Preschool Children will meet in CE108 for their fabulous 
Sunday School time filled with singing, crafts, and a Bible 

Story. 
  
Children in kindergarten through fifth grade will Dig 
into the Bible  this Fall with their Workshop Rotation. 
During this six week lesson, children will be able to 
experience the Bible story through computers, art, science, 

storytelling, cooking, and movies. 
  
Middle School and High School Youth meet  in the 
Student Center as they share in discussions that focus on the 
major events and teachings in Jesusõ life. Both groups meet 
together for a time of prayer and fellowship and then break 
into two separate groups for sharing. These classes are 

taught by a rotation of volunteers from our congregation. 

Adult Sunday School Classes  Fall Sunday School  

November 1:    SHYG   5:30ñ7:30 p.m. Student Center 

November 4:    MSYG   5:30ñ7:30 p.m. Student Center 

November 7:   MSYG   7:30 a.m. Cedarkirk RetreatñReturn Nov. 8 

November 8:    SHYG   5:30ñ7:30 Nursing Home Visit 
     
If you have any questions, please contact Josh Peters at jpeters@firstpreswh.org or (863) 232-7337.   
 

Serving Together ñOn Saturday, 
October 17, our high school youth and 
families had the opportunity to serve with 
some very special friends from Lakeland.  
Our youth helped to serve the Soup 
Kitchen with some youth and adults from 
Temple Emanuel.  (Temple Emanuel is a 
Jewish congregation and is the only synagogue 
in Lakeland.)  We were blessed to meet 
some new people and work side by side 
sharing in Godõs love, working together to 
serve those in need.  It was a great time of 
fellowship and we thank God for our new 

friends!  

 

Middle School Youth Group:   We will be having our Fall Retreat to Cedarkirk on Nov. 7 & 8.  This year the retreat 

theme is òSurvivoró and we will be engaging in some worship, recreation, and fellowship for the weekend.  We will be 

leaving on the morning of the seventh and returning on the evening of the eighth.  More information is being mailed out and 

we hope that you join us for this special time together!  If you have ANY questions, please contact Josh Peters at 

jpeters@firstprewh.org or 294-3121.  Please do not let the cost of the trip stop you from going!  If you would like to go but 

but canõt afford it at this time, please let Josh know and we will work something out! 

 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE HOLIDAY BOOK REVIEW 
On Tuesday December 1 at 3 p.m. a Holiday Book Review will be held in the back of McLeod Hall.  Two of the 
books Dr. Harvey will be reviewing are titles that first appeared last year and they are: The Man Who Invented 
Christmas by Les Standiford and The Christmas Sweater by Glenn Beck.  Standiford is the director of the Creative 
Writing Program at Florida International University in Miami. Beck is the host of his own primetime television show 
on CNN Headline News.  Coffee or tea and dessert will be served.  Plan to join us for this afternoon program 
which may kindle within you a desire to read these books or to give one as a gift.  



 

 

 

Purpose:  Mission 
One fellowship event at  

First Presbyterian Church 

for many years has been 

the weekly OJ (Orange 

Juice) Hour between 

Sunday morning services.  

Volunteer hosts bring 

refreshments and serve as 

greeters at the informal 

gatherings in McLeod Hall 

at 9:30 a.m.  On Sunday, 

November 1, Ruth Circle 

of Presbyterian Women 

will be your hosts for the 

OJ Hour.  Come join us 

for this time of Christian 

fellowship. 
 

ATTENTION all Ushers, 

Sunday School Teachers 

and Christ Kids Teachers:  

There will be a brief AED 

review/training on Sunday, 

November first after the 

first and second service. 

This will be an overview of 

the location and use of this 

life saving machine.  The 

training should only take 

about 20 minutes and will 

be held in the Edinburgh 

Annex.  Please plan to 

attend. 
 

Honduras  
After our Honduran 

dinner, many members of 

the congregation wanted 

to know more about 

making contributions for 

Honduran Scholarships.  

The amount of the total 

scholarship is $350, but we 

accept any amount you 

wish to give.  Write your 

check to First Presbyterian 

Church of Winter Haven 

and earmark it for 

Honduran Scholarships.  

Thank you for your 

consideration and interest. 

637 6th Street NW 
Winter Haven, FL 33881 

Phone: 863-294-3121 
E-mail: 

office@firstpreswh.org 

Our Purpose 
As a congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA), First Presbyterian Church of Winter Haven exists to show 
DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀǎ ǿŜ 
  Χ{ƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ 
   ΦΦΦ5ŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀƴŘ ƴǳǊǘǳǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴǘƻ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ 
    ...Provide a place and a program for praising God 
     ...Live our lives according to the word, guided by the spirit 
      ΦΦΦ/ƻƳƳƛǘ ǘƻ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ 
         

Adopted by Session, 2003 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 

123 Years of Ministry 

    Non-profit Org. 
U.S. Postage Paid 
Permit No. 1162 

Lakeland, FL 

  

 This newsletter is published weekly 

  Summer months and holidays published bi-weekly 
 Church dated material, please deliver by 10/30/09 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

   òServing Others In Loveó (Middle School Youth Group) 
òJesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had 

come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer 

robe, and tied a towel around himself.  Then he poured water into a basin and 

began to wash the disciplesõ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied 

around him.ó  -John 13:3-5 (NRSV) 
On Wednesday, October 7, our Middle School Youth Group met at the Student Center.  The youth enjoyed a time of 

fellowship and group building followed by a meal provided by Randy and Karla Von Hahmann.  The devotion that night 

dealt with what it means to serve others in love.  Our time of devotion was led by JW Scheck (All Saints High School), 

David Alexander, Robert Volpe, and Jonathon Owen.  JW lead the group in several scripture readings and shared 

examples of how he feels called to serve others at school.  He shared how small things that he did with great love 

seemed to make the most difference to those whom he had served.  David Alexander spoke about his life of service as 

a firefighter and the importance of serving as part of a team.  Robert Volpe shared with the students about how his 

experience of serving them on a weekly basis as a youth worker has blessed his life.  Jonathon Owen spoke about the 

importance of service in his life.  He drew from his experiences of serving his co-workers at State Farm and also shared 

about his service at the public library.  Jonathon also challenged the students with the mantra òleave it better than you 

found it.ó  Our youth are truly blessed to be surrounded by a church family that places a high value on servant 

leadership!  It was a great youth group meeting and thank you to all the many volunteers who share their time and 

talents and in doing so model the importance of serving others with the love of Christ. 

 

PW In Action 
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Mission Honduras 2009ñIn Their Own Words 

 
From June 20-27, 2009 our congregation sponsored a 29 member mission team to the 

country of Honduras.  This group was our churchõs sixth week-long   mission adventure over 

the past 11 years, in partnership with the churches in the Presbytery of Honduras and the 

Presbytery of Tampa Bay.  The generous support of our congregation has made this continuing 

ministry possible.  God is doing marvelous things in the lives of our members and our 

Honduran Christian brothers and sisters.  Hereõs how Penny Zwicker, a member of our 

congregation, describes the experience: 

Thoughts on Honduras - Penny Zwicker 
June, 2009 

Tegucigalpa, Nacaome, Moropocay, La Venta 
Mountains, rocks, dirt roads, blue skies  

Highways, curvy, potholes, scary 
Green, lush, warm, rains 

Alex, Noel, hosts, train song 
People, friendly, brown eyes, smiles 

Homes, cement, simple, small 
Children, timid, smiling, engaging 

Games, crafts, laughter, fun 
Construction, boulders, trenches, foundations 

Men, women, cement, working 
Clinics, babies, waiting, patience 
Pickups, bumpy,  full, dependable 

Stick piles, donkeys, walking,  biking 
Churches, growing, singing, praying 
Hondurans, eager, friendly, loving 

First Pres, community, sharing, learning 
Youth, elders, middle-aged, together 

Believers, faithful, loving , hopeful 
Us, Them, Together, Family 

Everyone, Children, Children of God 
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This was my second trip to Honduras with a First Pres Mission team and each time I have thought of the 
African Proverb, ñIt takes a village to raise a child.ò  I remembered  the ñvillageò that helped raise my  children 
as they were growing up in a small town in central Massachusetts. It took  a ñvillageò of family, friends, 
teachers, church community, coaches, and neighbors to ñraiseò  them (and me) through the years. What a 
wonderful foundation and support!  My children, Your children, Godôs children.   
 

I didnôt know many of the First Pres people very well as we started out for the airport before dawn, cars, vans 
and the trailer packed tightly with people and 2 heavy bags each .  On the way to the airport we began 
chatting and through our conversations we learned a little about each other and began a relationship that 
grew during the week we spent together. I was a member of a  First Pres mission Honduras traveling 
ñvillage.ò   We ate, laughed, prayed,  and supported each other on this trip to Honduras far from the comforts 
of our homes and very different from our normal surroundings 
 
Our arrival in Honduras was exciting as we had a smooth landing and I began thinking  about the week 
ahead. Our hosts, Alex and Noel, met us at the airport and immediately pitched in helping with luggage  and 
directing us in our new surroundings. They were prepared to travel with us and take us to a new ñvillageò in 
Honduras each day. We  were blessed to have these young men who watched over us, shared their time and 
stories and became a part of our ñvillageò from Winter Haven. I  learned  quickly to trust and depend on them 
throughout the week. They had given up time with their families, their jobs or schooling to become a member 
of our ñvillageò 
 

On each mission trip we have opportunities to be involved with  different activities/roles through the 
week.  Some of us will support the medical team/doctors by filling out forms, weighing people, and dispensing 
medications. Some will use their strengths (or maybe some are not even so strong) to help in construction 
projects by carrying rocks, mixing cement, digging trenches and shoveling dirt. Some will paint the inside and 
outside  of a new church building. Some will spend time with the children and adults doing crafts and projects 
while family members wait to see a doctor. 
   

My role on this trip is supporting and helping to organize the craft activities with other team members. We 
spend time with  the children and family members who wait for relatives to see the doctors. We play 
and  teach  games and demonstrate crafts to the many who gather near the church or clinic. Sometimes 
people have traveled a great distance to see a doctor and must sit or stand and wait to be seen for many 
hours and it can be a very long day for everyone. We help pass some of that ñwaitingò time by doing projects, 
crafts and games. In some of the villages our friends (especially the children) seem to like sitting with us even 
after their medical visits are over.   When I look around at them I am constantly reminded that it ñtakes a 
village to raise a child.ò 
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Although I do not know Spanish, I am able to communicate with  my new friends through actions, smiles and 
demonstrations. I smile, they smile. I demonstrate, they observe. We are communicating and growing 
together. Some are timid at first and stand back to watch. Within a few minutes, I put my hand out with a craft 
and they reach out and want to participate in the activity.  It is amazing how quickly everyone catches on and 
are soon eagerly working on the yarn project and asking for help when needed. Yarn, sticks, Fruit Loops to 
string, pictures to color, bubbles, balloons, balls, a simple game of Duck, Duck, Goose (Pato, Pato, Gonso) 
and soccer become a happy and busy time for children and adults. Children of all ages are sharing time 
together, smiling and laughing. Many times young  mothers  reach out to enjoy the crafts we are doing. A 
baby on one hip and a hand outstretched for the craft.  A piece of yarn can do marvelous things! Godôs eyes, 
a small piece colorfully wound into a ball for a child, a new seat for a swing- even if only for a day!  Smiling, 
laughing, giggling, running, playing, sitting, watching and finally doing. We begin a relationship within minutes 
of meeting one another.  It takes a village to raise a child! The  First Pres team and I become part of that 
Honduran village!  
 

In the first village we visited we needed to find a place to do our craft activities. It was rocky, muddy 
and  slightly hilly. We searched around and started to toss some rocks aside and pull up grasses and weeds 
so we could put a tarp on some sort of flat area. A group of children gathered around us watching as we 
cleared a place, put the tarp on the ground and pulled some crafts out. Not many words were spoken. Most 
eyes were on us. We began winding yarn around 2 twigs we found on the ground and children of all ages 
watched. I was winding the yarn and demonstrating how to make a Godôs Eye and the children were just 
sitting or standing  and watching. It was way too quiet! I started to sing a ñlaa, la, laaò kind of song and 
bobbed my head.  Several watched me, and then one little boy about eight started to mimic me. Everyone 
laughed, especially all the children who had been watching our every move, and it was then that I knew we 
were going to have a great time together in that village and all the future villages we were to visit! During our 
time there that day, that young boy would run up to me and start singing his own kind of song, I would mimic 
him and we would laugh and sing back and forth to one another. What a warm feeling. Others chimed in by 
the end of the afternoon and  we had many laughs and we shared some nonsense ñtunes!ò 
 

We brought clothing, shoes, stuffed toys, medical supplies, personal items and most importantly, our time to 
spend with our new friends. We shared laughter and fellowship. We attended church services in our host 
village. We shook hands, hugged, clapped, listened, watched, prayed and integrated into this small church. 
The church is a newer cement building. Piles of rocks and dirt are at the front door. The steps lead us to a 
simple interior with a beautifully tiled floor. By the end of the week our team has painted the inside of this 
church and the front outside wall. Pastor Gloria is very appreciative of all the help and watches with great 
pride as the church is transformed with new paint. I am excited about sharing experiences and time with my 
First Pres team AND with our many friends from Honduras. A double blessing! Each day brings a new 
adventure of mission team members and another ñvillageò to visit. Experiences, crafts, games, 
construction,  medical opportunities, and forming new  relationships.    I will remember my  Hondurans friends 
for  their smiles, their eyes, their bare feet, their curiosity, their shyness, their hugs and how they simply 
accept us in their villages. At times looking a little sad and timid, but soon turning to smiles and 
laughter.  When we arrive in a village in our 6 pickup trucks, people stop and look in awe. When we leave we 
receive the biggest waves and smiles you could ever imagine! It takes a village to raise a child! 
 
I will remember my First Pres friends for their support, fellowship, encouragement, organization, flexibility, 
cooperativeness,  laughter and talents that were shared as we traveled together as a team for the first time. 
They were an instant family in helping Dave and I celebrate our 43rd anniversary.  They are 27 amazing 
people I have come to know as friends. 
 
The Sunday before we left Winter Haven the choir sang ñHere I am Lordò and how those words touched me 
and stayed with me as I  was  traveling  with  my mission team.  ñHere I am Lord, Is it I Lord, I can hear you 
calling in the night. I will go Lord, if you lead me, I will hold your people in my heart.ò 
 
I heard the Lord calling me.  He led me to Honduras with our mission team.  I will hold the people (of 
Honduras and First Pres) in my heart. 

 
Thank you First Pres and friends for allowing me to participate in this wonderful experience! 
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Blessed to Be a Blessing 
 

    STEWARDSHIPñ2010    

     First Presbyterian Church of Winter Haven was organized in 1886.  By the late 1800õs, the members had 

built a beautiful sanctuary less than a mile south of our current facility.  In 1926, the congregation left that 

first church and moved into the building here at 637 Sixth Street NW, the only place many of our members 

have known as our Winter Haven church home.  Additions have been made to our physical plant in 1952, 

1966 and 1975. 

     As we look to 2010, we truly have been blessed with a heritage and house for Godõs people. 

        

 

 

 

     

   
                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

     Our sanctuary building provides two wonderful spaces for the worship of God:  our sanctuary (with a 

seating capacity of 700) and our chapel (for weddings, funerals, Christ Kidsõ worship and other events for 

groups of 80 or smaller).  The sanctuary building also houses our kitchen, McLeod Hall, the church offices, 

the Price and Spencer Libraries, the Music Suite, and various meeting rooms. 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Recreatiopn and Community Service Building at 737 Sixth Street, NW, allows us to have covered recreation for 

our children and youth, a shop and storage for our maintenance director, our annual yard sale, and community out-

reach programs such as the Saturday Soup Kitchen and Saturday Night Live. 

The T-Oakly Andrews Scouting Center is the base for Boy Scout Troop 121 (and Webelos 121) and various Girl 

Scout Troops in our Community. 

The Student Center  (at 

711 Sixth Street, NW) is 

home for our Middle 

School Youth, Senior High 

Youth and Young Adults 

on Sundays and through-

out the week. 

The Helen Haines Chris-

tian Education Building is 

the nerve center for our 

educational programs.  

Workshop Centers, the 

Childrenõs Library, Chil-

drenõs Worship Center, 

Enrichment Room and 

various  adult classrooms 

fill the building.  


