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Advent Celebration Coming Soon!

Grab your paint brushes, pick your color schemes, November 18 is our Advent Celebration for
2009. This year we will be painting the camels and the sheep. If you have not painted a set in
the past and would like the opportunity to create your own set, please call Amy Smith at 294-
3121. If you painted a set in the past, we already have your set reserved. Delicious soup and
sandwiches will be served that evening before the paint fest begins. Be sure to mark your cal-
endars for November 18. See you there!
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The pastors have chosen to do a four week Bible Study for Advent

Worship 3 using Charles Dickens' A Christmas Carol as a text with allusions to
Christian Ed many scripture passages. Wednesday is the day chosen for the study
Youth Ministries and sessions will be held on Wednesdays December 2, 9, 16 and 23. We wish to survey the
Our Purpose 4 congregation to see which of three times will be best suited for the greatest number of
It participants. Please call the office with the best time for you - 7:00 a.m., 11:30 a.m. or 6:30

p.m. or email your time choice to office@firstpreswh.org. The two times of the three with the
most votes will be the appointed times for the study.
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Stephen Ministry

Insert:

Stewardship
A new Stephen Ministry class will be starting in January

2010. If you would like to learn more about being a
caring Christian friend who listens, prays, supports and
encourages, please plan to attend an information meeting
November 10 at 6:00 p.m. in the Geneva Room.

Insert:
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Church Calendar

Sunday, November 8

All Saint’s Day
Communion

8:30 a.m. Worship

9:30 a.m. Bell Ensemble
9:45 a.m. Sunday School

11:00 a.m. Worship

12:00 p.m. Playground Picnic
5:30 p.m. SHYG, (SC)

Monday, November 9
8:30 a.m. M.O.M.

10:00 a.m. Lydia Circle (MH)
1:30 p.m. Sarah Circle (MH)
6:30 p.m. Cub Scouts, (CE101)
7:00 p.m. Ruth Circle

Tuesday, November 10
9:00 a.m. Staff Meeting, (MCR)
12: 00 p. m. Me n
4:00 p.m. Memorial Grdn (MCR)
5:15 p.m. Personnel (MCR)
5:30 p.m. Steph Leaders (GR)
6:00 p.m. Steph Ministers (GR)

Wednesday, November 11

8:30a.m. M.O.M.

12:00 p.m. Bldg/Grnds (MH)
3:30 p.m. Christ Kids
5:30 p.m. MSYG, (SC)
6:10 p.m. Chancel Bells, (MS)
6:30 p.m. Child’
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir, (MS)

Thursday, November 12
3:00 p.m. Membership Comm (MCR)
7:00 p.m. Chapel Bells, (MS)

Friday, November 13
8:30 a.m. M.O.M.
6:30 p.m. Movie/Game Night

Saturday, November 14

S

2:00 p.m. Soup Kitchen Prep., Kitchen

4:00 p.m. Soup Kitchen, 737 Building

Sunday, November 15
3 Penny Partners
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Bell Ensemble
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship
5:30 p.m. SHYG, (SC)

Movie/Game Night will be
held on November 13 at 6:30 p.m.
Please bring a covered dish to
share and enjoy an evening for
Christian fellowship, delicious
food, and fun for the entire family.
See you all there!
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We extend our Christian Sympathy

Leah Britt and Family upon the death
Katy Crowder, on

of her mother,
Saturday, October 24

To The Members of First Presbyterian:

To speak of love without showing it,
means nothing but to show love through
a kind act or deed is Love In Motion! My
words won't be able to convey what |
have felt in my heart over the last
week. But at a time when | have never

Q(Qprﬁeecg,d a(grﬁp;pg pain than the loss

my mother,” | have also
never witnessed more love and
compassion either. Thank you

for showing me and my entire family such
an overwhelming amount of support
through your cards, phone calls, flowers,
hugs, & never-ending FOOD, with a
simple visit to the house to see how we
were doing or by paying your respects at
the viewing or funeral service. All of
dhes€ acts of kidBeass) have touched me
deeply. | have known for quite a while
that this church was my home where |
was supposed to be and that | was part
of a very special family here (the family of
God), but to see that "love in motion"
turned toward my family at a time when
we needed it most has made a lasting
impression on my heart.

You have helped to bring me (& other
members in my family as well), a sense
of peace that passess all understanding
simply by extending the hand of Christian

love and for that | am truly blessed!

Sincerely,
Leah Britt (on behalf of the Britt family-

Kevin, Leah, Madison & Ally)

Volunteer Workday
The Buildings and Grounds Committee

has scheduled a workday for Saturday,
November 7, 8:00 a.m. — noon. If you
are available on that day PLEASE

COME, we could really use your help.
The main objective is to scrape and
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Remember in Prayer

Hospital

Marilyn Hearn-Heart of FL, Clarinda Blanc-WH

In Need of Your Prayers:

Richard Ashby
Anna Marie Barton
Barbara Bissett
Britt Family

George & Sylvia Chambers

Geraldine Chilton
Peggy Chun

Sondra Cole

Alice Colgrove

Rich & Buddie Daniel
Eunice Dishman
Helen Dunaway

Hue Folkard

Twila Forsyth

Bob Gerber

Madison Grode
Helen Gross

Harold & Mary Hosier
Esther Hueln

Mary Pat Harding

Friends & Relatives:

Avie Calkman
Dorothy Commons
Gavin Dean

Nancy Gains

Jon Gardner
Barbara Greathouse
Barbara Grimes
Mildred Hall

Mary Sue Harvey
Faye Harris

Marvin and Margriet Hogeboom

Fernando Huentes
Joanne lewns

AJ. Kayntma
Amy Kok

Sicco Kuiper
Frances Lilly

Pat Marshall

Art McNamara
Laurie Miller
Carol Nicholson
Andrew Patrick
Emily Pinnell
Dana Richardson
B. J. Robertson
Joan Russell

Bill Shockley
Ann Tullis
Scarlett Turner
Dustin Wilkinson
Anne Vega
Charlene Verworn
Brian White

In Military Service:

Al & Ann Hays

Marj Howe

Betty Johnson

Al Kersbergen
Dick Kingham

Bob Lindstrom
Janice Maranda
Grayce McNamara
Kathy Marshall

Joan Murphy

Jean Parks

Judy Partain

Jackie Pinckney
Dee Palmore

Dave & Bonnie Ryan
Glendora Schuldt
Marguerite Sowards
Bert Schulz

Myrtice Stolz

Hazel Thomas

(Rose Carr’s friend)
(John Bader’s mother)
(Walt & Barb Irwin’s Grandson)
(Jane Lucia’s daughter)

(Gary & Pat Gardner’s grandson)
(Michelle Morgan’s mother)
(Lois Frakes’ friend)
Sunny Shelton’s friend)

(Alan Harvey’s mother)
(Kay Gray’s friend)

(Linda Dinger’s family)

(Pastor in Suapa Honduras)
(Gene Aspy’s friend)

(Lois Frakes’ friend)

(Dick & Nancy Shaw’s daughter)
(Linda Dinger’s family)

(Gloria Allen’s mother)

(Larry & Candy Marshall’s sister-in-law)

(Kathy Michaels’ daughter)
(Nancy Shaw’s brother)
(Barbara Crowder’s cousin)
(Diane Repass’ cousin)

(Lynn Baker’s friend)

(Diane Repass’ aunt)

(Bob Hines’ friend)

(Gale Waters’ friend)

(Betty Johnson’s friend)
(Carol Anne Golden’s friend)
(Judy Winfree’s mom)

(Rick & Pat Reass’ granddaughter)
(Lee & Pam Wilkinson’s son)
(Susan Wales’ friend)
(Roxanne McCann’s mother)
(John Bader’s friend)

prime the windows at the Student Eddie Gray Michael Dobler Ryan Beissinger

Bag Lunch & Soup Kitchen Center. If enough people come and it is Jacob Spence Derek Shelton /Adam Bass
Week of a nice day, we will also do some work Leah (Doty) Fuscia Adam McPhail David Knowles
Sean Harp Daniel Harp Brian Parrish
10/26/_09 on the church grounds. James E. Baker larrett Abbott Aaron Ashley
Bag Lunches Given Out 341 Chris Hagen Bridgette Thompson

Fed at the Soup Kitchen 102




Issue 296

Page 7

Worship, Christian Education and Youth Ministries

Fall Sunday School

Fall Sunday School at First Presbyterian
945am.80l t s the pl ac

Preschool Children will meet in CE108 for their fabulous
Sunday School time filled with singing, crafts, and a Bible
Story.

Children in kindergarten through fifth grade will Dig
into the Bible this Fall with their Workshop Rotation.

During this six week lesson, children will be able to
experience the Bible story through computers, art, science,

storytelling, cooking, and movies.

Middle School and High School Youth meet in the
Student Center as they share in discussions that focus on the

Adult Sunday School Classes

The Perspectives Class will continue their discussion on
&ho tisoJesus/\&hb was JdsusMarcus Borg. Dr. lJim
Threlkel and Mr. Glenn Thomas facilitate this class. Feel
free to drop in this fall even if you didn’t participate last

year. This class meets in the Geneva Room.

Focus on the Liturgical Year-Holy Days &
Holidaysfi Join Dr. Negley and Dr. Harvey in an adult
Sunday School exploration of the biblical basis behind many
of our church celebrations. The group will progress week
to week discussing the background and current traditions
involved at Christmas, Easter, Pentecost, Ash Wednesday,
All Saints Day, and more. This class meets in the back of

McLeod Hall.

major events and teachings in Jesus’ life. Both groups meet
together for a time of prayer and fellowship and then break
into two separate groups for sharing. These classes are

taught by a rotation of volunteers from our congregation.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE HOLIDAY BOOK REVIEW

On Tuesday, December 1 at 3 p.m. a Holiday Book Review will be held in the back of McLeod Hall. Two of the books Dr.
Harvey will be reviewing are titles that first appeared last year and they are: The Man Who Invented Christimad es
Standiford and The Christmas SwedtgiGlenn Beck. Standiford is the director of the Creative Writing Program at Florida
International University in Miami. Beck is the host of his own primetime television show on CNN Headline News. Coffee
or tea and dessert will be served. Plan to join us for this afternoon program which may kindle within you a desire to read

these books or to give one as a gift.

Serving Others Middle School Youth Group:

OFor we are Godds workmanshiop

d o .-Ephesians 2:10
Recently, the middle school youth traveled to the home of Lois Burrell for a service project. The students worked very hard

raking leaves, pulling weeds, trimming bushes, using their gifts, visiting with Ms. Burrell and enjoying being together. Students
gained some experience by putting their gifts into practice, rolling up their sleeves and serving God by serving someone else.
A special thank you to Marjorie DiLorenzo and Pam Gray for feeding the youth group a very special meal before they went
out to work! Thank you also to Mrs. Burrell who served us by graciously opening her home for this event and providing our
youth with a wonderful experience!

created in Christ Jesu

November 8: SHYG  5:30—7:30 p.m. Nursing Home Visit
November 11: MSYG  5:30—7:30 p.m. Nursing Home Visit
November 15: SHYG  5:30—7:30 p.m. Nursing Home Visit
November 18: MSYG  5:30—7:30 p.m. Student Center

If you have any questions, please contact Josh Peters at jpeters@firstpreswh.org or (863) 232-7337.
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PW In Action

Purpose: Mission
Church Women United is an

organized channel through
which Protestant, Orthodox,
and Roman Catholic women
may manifest their unity
through fellowship, study, and
cooperative action. Each year
there are three celebrations
hosted by different churches
in the area in November,
March, and May. The Fall
meeting, celebrating World
Community Day, will be held
Friday, November sixth, at St.
John’s United Methodist
Church, Winter Haven.
Registration is at 9:30 am,;
program begins at 10:00 a.m..
The theme for the day is
“Piecing Earth Together.”
Please plan to come and
worship with other Christian
women in the Winter Haven

Area.

Honduras
After our Honduran dinner,

many members of the
congregation wanted to know
more about making
contributions for Honduran
Scholarships. The amount of
the total scholarship is $350,
but we accept any amount
you wish to give. Write your
check to First Presbyterian
Church of Winter Haven and
earmark it for Honduran
Scholarships. Thank you for
your consideration and

interest.

Sunday, November

8, is our Playground Picnic
after the 11 am. worship
Service. This month, our
menu will be hotdogs, chili,
chips, dessert, and a drink.
The suggested donation price
is $3.00 per person. Please
let Amy Smith know if you

will be joining us for lunch.

123 Years of Ministry Page 8

AN
Our Purpose

As a congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA), First Presbyterian Church of Winter Haven exists t
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...Provide a place and a program for praising God
...Live our lives according to the word, guided by the spirit
OPOD/ 2YYAG G2 2dzaGAO0S F2NJ

Adopted by Session, 2003

This newsletter is published weekly 0 gor;pr(:fit O';Dg'_d
.S. Postage Pai

Summer months and holidays publisheenmekly Permit No. 1162
Church dated material, please deliver by 11/05/p9 ermit No. 116
Lakeland, FL

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

We had a fall-fabulous Fall Fest on Wednesday evening, October 28. Nearly 200 children, teenagers, and
adults delighted in an evening of games, crafts, food, and other activities. Special thanks to all who helped to

make the evening a fall-tastic event for all. Here are a few pictures from the evening.




Mission Honduras 2009 In Their Own Words

From June 20-27, 2009 our congregation sponsored a 29 member mission team to the
country of Honduras. This group was our church’s sixth week-long mission adventure over
the past 11 years, in partnership with the churches in the Presbytery of Honduras and the
Presbytery of Tampa Bay. The generous support of our congregation has made this continuing
ministry possible. God is doing marvelous things in the lives of our members and our
Honduran Christian brothers and sisters. Here’s how David Alexander, a member of our

congregation, describes the experience:

| would like to tell everybody from the church THANK YOU for letting me have the opportunity to go
to Honduras. It is very meaningful for me to go and serve God in that capacity. This is the third time that |
have gone. | look forward to the next trip to serve God and to get to know the people better. It is nice to
know the people that are going on the trip instead of just saying “hi” at church. We grow as a bigger family.
When | go to Honduras, it is like a family reunion.

Let me tell you about my family in Honduras. | get to see one of my favorite brothers, Alex. | was able
to have a new brother this trip and his name is Noel and he is great. They will do anything for you. One
evening going to dinner, | hit a couple of pot holes in the truck. The head lights were so dim, you would be
better off with flashlights and it was also raining. | had 19, 5-gallon jugs of water in a four door Nissan truck.
Before | was finished eating, Alex and Noel came up to me and asked for my keys. They said | had a flat tire
and they were going to change it. So they went outside in the rain and put a tarp over themselves as they
fixed the flat. They were soaking wet when they got done and it did not faze them one bit or make a big deal
about it. That’s what | call a family — people that will do anything for you. | felt bad for them, but they said
that is what they are here for, to help us. . _ _ o . .

My one week away from my family to be with my other family. It is a very special time. It is well worth it.
During my first trip to Honduras, | missed my oldest daughter’s birthday. | was sad until | saw how happy
people were and how much they appreciated all we were doing for them. When we take out the bubbles for

the children to play with they have an ear to ear grin, even the adults have fun playing.
The men that help out at the construction site are great workers. They work hard and don’t take any

breaks. | know they laugh at us and how we do things. But they are very appreciative of what we do.

Our last night there, we went to a restaurant
and | was sitting between Josh and Amy. |
looked up and saw Alex’s dad — Pastor Juan
Rhodas and we made eye contact. We both got
up and walked towards each other and gave one
another a big hug. We did not have to say
anything. It was like we left off from the last time

we saw each other.

It is a wonderful thing that we do for them, |
wish everybody could go and see it for
themselves. | would like to say THANKS again
for letting me have the opportunity to go to
Honduras and helping out. It means a lot to me
and | know it does to the people of Honduras.







Blessed to Be a Blessing

STEWARDSHIP 12010

In his first letter to the Christians in Corinth, Paul wrote:

“Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God has appointed in the
church apostles, prophets, teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of
leadership...”

Paul’s words come to life again in particular churches like ours. First Presbyterian Church of Winter Haven
is blessed with a rich ministry where staff and volunteers, people with the unique gifts of God, work side by
side. Under the leadership of our elders, deacons, and paid church staff, our church ministers in so many
ways.
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Our church staff, including Dr. Steve Negley, Dr. Alan Harvey, Dr. Ray Larson, and Mr. Keith Rasmussen,
share their talents and dedication in working with volunteer worship leaders in the choir and congregation to
help us maintain divine worship.




Miss Amy Smlth Mr. Josh Peters Mrs Anne LeMacks, Mrs
Angela Scamehorn, and Ms. Megan Brown artfully coordinate a
small army of Sunday School teachers, youth sponsors, and
helpers to see that our church nurtures God’s children into

Christ’s disciples.

Ms. Lillian Harden, Ms. Michelle Morgan, Mrs. Marcia
Keplinger, Mr. Sam Bryant and Ms. Ann Reynolds di-
rect the everyday operations of our physical plant and
church office so that members of our congregation are
informed of opportunities for ministry, and provide a
place where God can be worshipped and served.
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As our members share their time, talents, and financial resources, we enjoy the blessings of a talented and dedicated
staff, in ministry with a gifted congregation.



