Tower Chimes
First Presbyterian Church

of Winter Haven Florida

Thanks—A Ton!

Or, we could almost say - thanks a ton and a half. The response to our RICE AND BEANS drive for our
friends in the Presbyterian churches in Honduras has been wonderfully overwhelming. As of Monday
morning, November 23, when the first piles were boxed for transport to Tampa, we had brought in 1660
pounds of rice, and 676 pounds of small red beans (for a total of OVER ONE TON OF FOOD). Those
items were delivered to Tampa before Thanksgiving. The beans and rice that have been brought in since,
will be boxed this week and they will make their way to Tampa before the container is shipped to
Honduras the second week of December. Thanks for sharing so generously with our Christian brothers and
sisters in need!
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Church Calendar

Sunday, December 6
Second Sunday in Advent

8:30 a.m. Worship

9:30 a.m. Bell Ensemble

9:45 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Study History (GR)
11:00 a.m. Worship

5:30 p.m. SHYG, (SC)

Monday, December 7
8:30 a.m. M.O.M.
10:00 a.m. Quilters
12:00 a.m. PW Luncheon (MH)
7:00 p.m. Worship/Music (MCR)

Tuesday, December 8
9:00 a.m. Staff Meeting, (MCR)
12:00 p.m. Men’s Lunch (MH)
3:00 p.m. Finance (UR)
5:15 p.m. Personnel (MCR)
5:30 p.m. Stephen Leaders (GR)
6:30 p.m. Stephen Ministers (GR)

Wednesday, December 9
8:30 a.m. M.O.M.
11:30 a.m. Advent Study (MH)
12:00 p.m. Bldgs & Grnds (MH)
3:30 p.m. Christ Kids
5:30 p.m. MSYG (SC)
6:10 p.m. Chancel Bells (MS)
6:30 p.m. Advent Study (MH)
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir (MS)

Thursday, December 10
9:00 a.m. Women'’s Study (EA)
7:00 p.m. Chapel Bells

Friday, December 11
8:30 a.m. M.O.M.

Saturday, December 12
2:00 p.m. Soup Kitchen Prep.,
4:00 p.m. Soup Kitchen, 737 Bldg

Sunday, December 13
Second Sunday in Advent

8:30 a.m. Worship

9:30 a.m. Bell Ensemble

9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship

4:00 p.m. FMS

5:30 p.m. SHYG, (SC)

Advent 2009 to Epiphany 2010
Devotional Booklets are available
and are in McLeod Hall. If you
reserved your devotional booklet,
please mark off your name and
take your devotional out of the box
marked RESERVED. If you did
not reserve a booklet ahead of
time, please take a booklet out of
the non-reserved box or sign your
name on the sign up sheet if the
box is empty to reserve your own
Advent Devotional. Thank you!

2010 “Dream” Budget
The Finance Committee will meet
Tuesday, December 8 at 3:00 p.m.
in the Upper Room to prepare a
2010 budget recommendation for
Session’s review/approval. To
achieve our “Dream” estimate of
giving goal, our receipts need to be
at $807,818 to reach our one
million dollar budget. As of this
date, 161 units have returned their
Estimate of Giving cards totaling
$442,348. Please return your
Estimate of Giving before Monday,
December 7, so Finance will have
an accurate dollar figure when they
meet on December 8.Committees
and organizations are invited to
meet with Finance from 3:30 —
4:00 p.m. to discuss their needs for
2010.

Hear Ye, Hear Ye

A Christmas celebration Sunday,
December 13 at 4:00 p.m. All
choirs and recorders will perform
an old fashioned sing-a-long in the
sanctuary. Refreshments and
fellowship will follow in McLeod
Hall.  No reservation required.
Come one, come all!

Funeral Home in Orlando, Florida.

Prayer List Reminder:

the following month.

We extend our Christian sympathy to Jane Lucia upon the death of her
daughter, Nancy Gains, on Wednesday, November 25, in Orlando, Florida.
The service will be held on Thursday, December 3 at 1:00 p.m. at Dobbs

At the beginning of each month, the prayer list will be updated to reflect the
current needs. If you have a prayer need, please fill out the Prayer Request
form, which you will find in the Narthex or church office, and place it in
the offering plate or bring it to the church office.
included on the current Prayer List in Tower Chimes.
updated the first of each month. You must renew requests to be included in

The names will be
The list will be

Remember in Prayer
Hospital: Eunice Dishman-WH; Dick Kingham-LRMC

In Need of Your Prayers:

Anna Marie Barton
Barbara Bissett

Britt Family

George & Sylvia Chambers
Geraldine Chilton

Alice Colgrove

Al Kersbergan
Dick Kingham
Bob Lindstrom
Janice Maranda
Jerry Maranda
Grayce McNamara

Norma Conner Kathy Marshall
Rich & Buddie Daniel Joan Murphy
Eunice Dishman Jean Parks
Helen Dunaway Judy Partain
Twila Forsyth Jackie Pinckney
Bob Gerber Dee Palmore
Betty Jo Gray Marguerite Sowards
Helen Gross Bert Schulz
Harold & Mary Hosier Myrtice Stolz

Mary Pat Harding Barbara Sweeney

Al & Ann Hays Hazel Thomas
Marj Howe Sandra Turley
Betty Johnson Ann Wilford

Friends & Relatives:
Dorothy Commons
Robert Franklin

Ross Porter

Brian White

Dustin Wilkinson

(John Bader’s mother)

(Paul & Marilyn Sherer’s brother)
(Len Porter’s brother)

(John Bader’s friend)

(Lee & Pam Wilkinson’s son)

In Military Service:
Eddie Gray

Michael Dabler Ryan Beissinger

Jacob Spence Derek Shelton Adam Bass
Leah (Doty) Fuscia Adam McPhail David Knowles
Sean Harp Daniel Harp Brian Parrish
James E. Baker Jarrett Abbott Aaron Ashley
Chris Hagen Bridgette Thompson  Chris Turner

Once again we plan to share Christ’s love with our
community through our SOUP KITCHEN
CHRISTMAS DINNER. We hope to open the doors
of our 737 Recreation and Community Service
building from 3:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Christmas
afternoon (Friday, December 25) to feed anyone who
would enjoy a Christmas meal. (In the past we have
seen between 100 and 150 hungry people enjoy our
food and fellowship.)

There are many ways to help:
Cook a turkey or ham at home
Make a green bean casserole
Help with final food prep Christmas Day
Help with serving and clean up Christmas
Day

The turkeys and hams will be available in the church
kitchen on Sunday, December 20. If you are willing
to help in any of these areas, please sign up on the
Deacon’s bulletin board in McLeod Hall.

Bag Lunch & Soup Kitchen
Week of
10/29/09
Bag Lunches Given Out 192
Fed at the Soup Kitchen 152




Fall Sunday School

Fall Sunday School at First Presbyterian
9:45 a.m. — It’s the place to be!

Preschool Children will meet in CE108 for their fabulous

Adult Sunday School Classes

The Perspectives Class will continue their discussion on
Who is Jesus/Who was Jesus by Marcus Borg. Dr. Jim Threlkel
and Mr. Glenn Thomas facilitate this class. Feel free to drop in
this fall even if you didn’t participate last year. This class

Sunday School time filled with singing, crafts, and a Bible
Story.

meets in the Geneva Room.

The weekly Advent Bible Study will be held on Wednesdays
December 2, 9, 16, and 23 at 11:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. in the Geneva
Room. The study will focus on Charles Dickens” A Christmas Carol
as a text with allusions to many scripture passages. For Wednesday,
December 2, please read Stave One — Marley’s Ghost beforehand, so
that you will be familiar with the classic Christmas story. Wednesday,
December 9 will focus on Stave Two — The First of the Three Spirits.
Wednesday, December 16 will focus on Stave Three — The Second of
the Three Spirits, and Wednesday, December 23 will focus on Stave
Four — The Last of the Spirits. We look forward to celebrating the
Advent Season together during this study.

Children in kindergarten through fifth grade will
focus on Creation this fall with their Workshop Rotation.
During this six week lesson, children will be able to
experience the Bible story through computers, art, science,
storytelling, cooking, and movies.

Middle School and High School Youth meet in the
Student Center as they share in discussions that focus on the
major events and teachings in Jesus’ life. Both groups meet
together for a time of prayer and fellowship and then break
into two separate groups for sharing. These classes are taught
by a rotation of volunteers from our congregation.

Beginning on Sunday, December 6, you have the opportunity to join discussion leader Bob Hubbard in a study
of the history, literature, and religion of ancient Israel and early Judaism as presented in the pages of the Old
Testament. This will not be your typical Bible study class! It will center around a lecture series presented on DVD
by Professor Amy-Jill Levine of Vanderbilt University Divinity School. Although this is a college level course, Dr.
Levine has a delightful and very down-to-earth teaching style that anyone will be able to understand and learn from.
This class will run for 24 weeks, through May 23, 2010. Each lecture lasts about 30 minutes and will be followed by
class discussion or question time. The DVD will be started PROMPTLY at 9:55 a.m., so please be in your seats by
then, with your seatbelts fastened, so you don’t miss any of the scenery on this fascinating and eye-opening journey
through the pages of Part One of the world’s best-selling book. Advance preparation for the class is not required, but
you might want to re-read Chapter 1 of Genesis before the first class.

The Living Nativity Scene rolling sign up board is in the Narthex. Please sign up to fill a roll as a nativity

scene character, or to help with costumes, construction, hospitality, (serving food, greeting, serving as a tour guide),
or traffic control. Also, there is a signup sheet if you are willing to provide cookies, apple juice, or hot cocoa mix (in
bulk rather than envelopes). The living nativity is December 19 and 20.

Youth Serving in Love

“Jesus replied: Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is
the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself.”

Matthew 22:37-39

Recently both of the youth groups made visits to a local nursing home to spend time with residents and share the love
of Christ. On Wednesday, November 11, the Middle School youth visited residents and played bingo. On Sunday,
November 15, the High School youth made a visit and spent time going from room to room and sitting and talking
with anyone who
wanted visitors. They
also sang songs to those |
who asked!

Youth Schedule

December 6: HSYG  5:30-7:30 p.m. Student Center
December 9: MSYG  5:30-7:30 p.m. Student Center
December 12 MSYG  2:00-6:00 p.m. Soup Kitchen

December 13 HSYG  3:30-5:30 p.m. Food Scavenger Hunt (SC)

If you have any questions, please contact Josh Peters at jpeters@firstpreswh.org or 232-7337.
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As a congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA), First Preshbyterian Church of Winter Haven exists to show

God’s kingdom to the world as we
..Share the good news of what God has dpne
.Develop and nurture God's childfen

...Provide a place and a program for praising God

...Live our lives according to the word, guided by the spirit
.Commit to justice fpr
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Advent Celebration 2009

On Wednesday evening, November 18, several
families and individuals gathered together in painting
#] the last set of nativities which were started in 2007
during our annual Advent Celebration. This 17 piece
set will truly be enjoyed for years to come. Thank
W 1 you to everyone who has participated in the painting
‘1 of these sets, those who helped to fire the sets, build
gl the holders, and transport these sets. Look forward to
seeing these sets arrive back before Christmas.

al



Mission Honduras 2009i In Their Own Words

From June 20-27, 2009, our congregation sponsored a 29 member mission team to the country of Honduras. This
group was the church’s sixth week-long mission adventure over the past 11 years, in partnership with the churches in
the Presbytery of Honduras and the Presbytery of Tampa Bay. The generous support of our congregation has made
this continuing ministry possible. God is doing marvelous things in the lives of our members (through these trips) and
our Honduran Christian brothers and sisters. Each week, since the group’s return, we have been featuring reflections
on the 2009 mission in Tower Chimes Articles. This week, enjoy a little recap of the previous trips. (If you would like
to see more of the trips, visit our church website www.firstpreswh.org, and go to the photo archives.)

Mission Honduras 1998—The mission team (Gene Aspy, Julie Donaway, Ann Donaway, Eric Ehrhart, Bonnie Gray,
Brandy Gray, Connie Phillips, Andy Porter, Deena Porter, Amy Smith, Josh Spence, Jeff Spence, Linda Stavres,
Megan Sterken, and Al Lewis from the Presbytery of Tampa Bay) left First Presbyterian Church at 5AM on Friday,
August 25. After two nights and a day in Tegucigalpa, the group headed for the town of Guaimaca. This would be
their home away from home for the week’s work in mission. Staying at “The Cascades” hotel at night, they traveled
the few block across town each day for their work. The mission team worked alongside Honduran Christian brothers
and sister in the construction of the second floor of the church’s Christian education building. Strapping rebar, mixing
and carrying concrete filled their days, and worship with the local congregation their nights. The group also conducted
Vacation Bible School for the children of the church and the neighborhood. Before returning to the city, the mission
team visited the church in Piedra Gorda, and the Indian Village on the Mountain of Flowers, delivering food to these
people in desperate need. This scouting expedition would pave the way for our return mission in 2001.

Mission Honduras 2001—The mission team (Gene Aspy, Linda Stavres, Maria Viamonte, Laura Andrews, KC
Davidson, Wade Groetsch, Ryan Groetsch, Josh Spence, Robert VVolpe, Jillian Volpe, Jacob Spence, Sara Claire Smith,
Steve Negley, Thomas Negley, Kristen Siegel, Brandon Raines, Alan Tiner, Amanda Horton, Augie Andrews, and Al
Lewis from the Presbytery of Tampa Bay) left First Presbyterian Church at 4 AM on Saturday, July 9.They landed in
Tegucigalpa, and then headed straight to the clinic house at La Joya, not far from the village of Piedra Gorda, where
one of the Preshyterian churches is located. For four days, the group traveled two hours each way by truck to the
Indian Village on the Mountain of Flowers. The Indians live in small mud huts with thatched roofs. An indigenous
pest lives in those roofs, spreading a deadly disease at night to the residents. With funds from the 3 Cents-a-Meal
offering, the group helped provide the materials to construct simple concrete block houses with tile roofs. The group
also delivered and installed stove pipes to vent each of the
houses from the smoke produced by the continually burning
indoor clay ovens, and conducted daily Vacation Bible
School activities for the children. The group’s evenings were
spent back at La Joya, and one evening they worshipped with
one of our Presbyterian congregations in the area. The week [
ended with two nights and a day in Tegucigalpa.
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Mission Honduras 2003—The mission team (Gene Aspy, Charlie Darte, Linda Stavres, Justin Ryan, John Bader, Dick
Saxon, Jay Gray, Erin Gray, KC Davidson, Jared Lockhart, Maria Viamonte, Kelly Powell,Wade Groetsch, Ryan
Groetsch, Robert Volpe, Jillian Volpe, Jacob Spence, Stewart Negley, Steve Negley, Thomas Negley, Alan Tiner, and
Dave Moore from the Presbytery of Tampa Bay) left First Presbyterian Church at 5 AM on Saturday, July 10. They
arrived in Tegucigalpa, and spent the day and night in the city. On Sunday AM, they worshipped with the congregation
at Rock of Israel Presbyterian Church in the Villa Union section of Tegucigalpa. After church, they traveled 90 km
south to the town of Nacaome. The mission for the week was two-fold. As the church and schools are the gathering
points in the community, the team painted churches and schools, and worked supporting Dr. Moreno (a marvelous
Christian physician) in conducting medical clinics in the churches for the villagers. With Nacaome as the base, groups
headed out each day for painting or medical work in Nacaome, Moropocay, and Puerta Grande. On Wednesday night,
the team worshipped with the congregation of the Presbyterian Church in Nocaome in their newly painted sanctuary.
The week ended with a day back in Tegucigalpa, a visit to the local hospital, and a night at The Hotel MacArthur, our
Honduran home away from home.

Mission Honduras 2005—The mission team (Gene Aspy, Lia Gray, Jay Gray, Morris Reddout, Gale Waters, Steve
Negley, Stewart Negley, Alan Tiner, Cameron Legaspi, Jack Gray, Erin Gray, Lindsay Fitzgerald, Mike Legaspi, David
Alexander, Robin Turley and Gilberto and Raquel Cardona from the Presbytery of Tampa Bay left the church at 4 AM
on Saturday, July 9. They were greeted by Rev. Juan Rodas, the moderator of the Presbytery of Honduras, and checked
into The Hotel MacArthur, where they spent each night all week. On Sunday, they attended worship at Pena Horeb
Presbyterian Church, where Rev. Juan Rodas serves as pastor, and which houses the medical clinic where Dr. Moreno
practices in Tegucigalpa. Each day, Monday thru Thursday, the group headed out for their mission north and east of
Tegucigalpa to the area near the town of Guaimaca. Here the group was divided into two teams: one team to conduct a
one day medical clinic at the Presbyterian Churches in Guaimaca, Puenta Jalan, Agalteca, and Candelaria, and the
second team to help with the construction of a kitchen building at the pastor’s home at Puenta Jalan. At the end of the
work day, the two teams met for the trip back to Tegucigalpa and the Hotel MacArthur. On Friday, after morning
activities, the group took the customary trip to the Valley of the Angels, a little village of craftsmen and artisans.

Mission Honduras 2007—The mission team (Gene Aspy, David Alexander, John Eycleshimer, Emily Eycleshimer,
Peter Hoffman, Melissa Rowker, Karen King, Jay Gray, Lia Gray, Erin Gray, Jack Gray, Gee Roe, Gale Waters, Elaine
Dustin, David Zwicker, Penny Zwicker, Thomas Negley, Stewart Negley. Steve Negley, Kelly Powell, Lindsay
Fitzgerald, Rich Dobler, Ansley Wales, Mike Legaspi, Cameron Legaspi) left the church at 3 AM on Sunday, June 24.
They arrived in Tegucigalpa late morning Sunday and worshipped Sunday night with the Presbyterian congregation in
the Nueva Suyapa area of Tegucigalpa. On Monday, they headed north to their first worksite, Agalteca. They stayed in
a campground near the town of Guiamaca. Over the next four days, First Pres. medical professionals John Eycleshimer,
Lia Gray, and Gale Waters, and the mission support team, worked alongside Honduran physician Dr. Moreno offering
medical clinics at the churches in Agalteca, Guiamaca, Guatemalita, and Puenta Jalan. A smaller contingent of the
group traveled back each day to work alongside the pastor and two members of the church in Agalteca on construction
of their manse. On Friday, the group broke camp and journeyed back to Tegucigalpa where they visited the hospital and
university with two of our Honduran hosts. Saturday allowed for a little shopping as tourists before heading back to
Florida.




Come and See What God is Doing
This December at First Presbyterian

Advent Sunday Worship

November 29—First Sunday in Advent

December 6—Second Sunday in Advent

December 13—Third Sunday in Advent

December 20—Fourth Sunday in Advent
8:30 and 11:00 a.m.

Advent Weekday Bible Study

Wednesday, December 2
Wednesday, December 9
Wednesday, December 16
Wednesday, December 23
11:30 a.m. or 6:30 p.m.
in the Geneva Room

The Festival Music Series

A Christmas celebration of carols
Sunday, December 13
4:00 p.m.
First Presbyterian Church Sanctuary




Living Nativity Scene

Saturday, December 19 at 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 20 at 6:00 and 7:00 p.m.
South Parking Area

Christmas Eve

“Candlelight Service of Lessons
4 & Carols”
December 24, 5:00 and 9:00 p.m.
First Presbyterian Church
Sanctuary

All Church Breakfast

Sunday, December 27
9:15—10:00 a.m.
McLeod Hall




