T ower Chimes

First Presbyterian Church
Of Winter Haven

For nearly two decades, First Presbyterian Church has
been a Stephen Ministry congregation.

On Sunday, April 25, we will continue this tradition of
one on one Christian caring as we commission our next
class of skilled, trustworthy, compassionate, and full of
faith Stephen Ministers. Please plan to join us in
worship to recognize Judy Tully, Angela Arnold, Lelia
Gray, Isobel Hubbard, Sharon Mitchell, Barbara
Perkins, Jean Strang, Carol Switalski, Ben Tucker
and Judy Tucker.

Update of Session Special Appeal

All members of the congregation received a letter from the Session in early March
outlining the need for additional funding toward our 2010 church budget. By early April,
78 families had responded in the form of an extra commitment pledge, and as a result 1/2
of the goal for the appeal was reached. The Session truly thanks everyone who has
prayerfully considered the information included in that letter, and the regular and extra-
commitment tithes and offerings given by our entire membership that enable us to be
Christ’s church here. In order to realize the staffing and program goals identified in the
extra commitment appeal, more additional pledges are necessary. If God is leading you to
help at this time, please return the extra commitment card that you received or that you
will find in the information racks in the pews, or contact Lillian Harden (294-3121) in the
church office. Thank you for your continued partnership in the ministry of First
Preshyterian Church.
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Anna Marie Barton

In Need of Your Prayers

Sherman Johnston

Remember in Prayer

John & Betty Bauer

Friends and Relatives
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In Military Service

(former members)  Jarrett Abbott

Wednesday May 5 at 7:30 p.m. in
the Student Center. Please contact
Josh Peters at
jpeters@firstpreswh.org or 294-
3121 with any questions!
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EA=Edinburgh Annex

GR= Geneva Room
MH=McLeod Hall
MCR=Manor Conf Room
MSL=Mary Spencer Library
MS= Music Suite

SC= Student Center

you are interested in being
part of this group, please
e-mail Amy Smith at
asmith@firstpreswh.org or

Barbara Bissett Bob Lindstrom  Elizabeth Clement (Gardner’s and Waters’ friend) ~ Aaron Ashley
Ann Burch Jerry Maranda  Jack Elswick (friend of the Goldens)  James Baker
Millie Carrier Kathryn Marshall  Carla Schulz Hardy (Helene Schulz’s daughter) ~ Adam Bass
Geraldine Chilton Joan Murphy  William Heath (Audrey Heath’s son)  Ryan Bessinger
Alice Colgrove Robert Neale  Gerri Johannsen (Norma Conner’s friend) ~ Tim Davis
Virginia Davidson Jean Parks  Dina Leicher ( Diany Blanton’s sister) Rocco Deprimo
Eunice Dishman Judy Partain ~ Lane Niesen (Shirley Turner’s friend) ~ Michael Dobler
Twila Forsyth George Rowker ~ Muriel Oakley (Morris & Jane Lucia’s sister)  Leah (Doty) Fuscia
Ed Gorsky Barbara Smith  Art McNamara (Nancy Shaw’s brother)  Eddie Gray
Lillian Harden Mike Seney  Jake Reddout (Morris Reddout’s son)  Chris Hagen
Mary Pat Harding Dick Shaw  Judy Symes (Penn Tucker’s friend)  Daniel Harp
Al & Ann Hays Marguerite Sowards ~ Tommy Thayer (Myrtice Stolz’s grandson) ~ Sean Harp
Doris Hill Frances Stapor David Knowles
Ranell Hillman Hazel Thomas Adam McPhail
Mary Hosier Loraine Todd CHURCH pmriri Brian Parrish
Alpha Howe Ann Wilford CALENDAR e Derek Shelton
Judy Winjum Jacob Spence
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Spring has Sprung at First Presbyterian Church
Sunday School Classes 2010

Sunday Mornings at 9:45 a.m.

Preschool Children will meet in CE108 for their fabulous Sunday school time filled with singing, crafts,
and a Bible story.

Children in kindergarten through fifth grade will focus on Forgiveness during the Workshop
Rotation. During this six week lesson, children will be able to experience the Bible story through
computers, art, science, storytelling, cooking, and movies.

Middle School and High School Youth will meet in the Student Center as they share in discussions
that focus on the major events and teachings in Jesus’ life. Both groups meet together for a time of prayer
and fellowship and then break into two separate groups for sharing. These classes are taught by a rotation
of volunteers from our congregation.

Adult Sunday School Classes
The Perspectives Class started a new book on Sunday, April 11, The Will of God by Leslie D.
Weatherhead. Tragedy befalls and leaves us confused. Life doesn’t turn out as we had planned. World
events bring unspeakable horrors into the lives of innocent people. The unimaginable happens and we are
left asking, “Why? Why did God let this happen? Why didn’t God heal my loved one? Why did God
give me these desires and no way to fulfill them?” Dr. Jim Threlkel and Mr. Glenn Thomas facilitate this
class. The books are available for purchase for $6. This class meets in Geneva Room.

Ancient Israel and Early Judaism - Join discussion leader Bob Hubbard in a study of the history,
literature, and religion of ancient Israel and early Judaism as presented in the pages of the Old Testament.
This will not be your typical Bible study class! It will center around a lecture series presented on DVD
by Professor Amy-Jill Levine of VVanderbilt University Divinity School. Although this is a college level
course, Dr. Levine has a delightful and very down-to-earth teaching style that anyone will be able to
understand and learn from. The class will run for 24 weeks, through May 23, 2010. Each lecture lasts
about 30 minutes and will be followed by class discussion or question time. Come join us in the
Edinburgh Annex for this fascinating and eye-opening journey through the pages of Part One of the
world’s best-selling book.

Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World written by Joanna Weaver is the book study led by Lori
Grode. This class will focus on finding intimacy with God in the busyness of life and meets in CE Room
207. Books are available for purchase.

Vacation Bible School
High Seas Expedition will be held July 11-
15, 2010 from 6:15 — 8:30 p.m. Please mark
your calendars for this EXPLOSIVE week of
faith, fun, and friends for the entire family!
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Kidz Summer Escape Program registration has begun. This six week long program meets every
Tuesday and Wednesday for six weeks. The program starts on June 15 through Wednesday, July 21.
Children ages three through kindergarten graduates are invited to participate. A donation of $160 is
asked for at the time of registration. Please call Amy Smith if you have any questions (294-3121).
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Our Purpose
As a congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA), First Presbyterian Church of Winter Haven exists to show God’s
kingdom to the world as we
..Share the good news of what God has done in Jesus Christ
...Develop and nurture God’s children into disciples
...Provide a place and a program for praising God
...Live our lives according to the Word, guided by the Spirit
...Commit to justice for all God'’s people.

Adopted by Session, 2003

First Presbyterian Church Non-profit Org.
637 6th Street, NW This newsletter is published weekly U.S. Postage Paid
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On Wednesday, April 28 and Sunday, May 2, our youth groups will be working in conjunction with Papa John’s Pizza
to raise money to help fund our youth ministry trips. On these two specific dates, Papa John’s will be donating a
portion of their sales to support our youth groups. Here is how it works: The Papa John’s located on Cypress
Gardens Blvd (near Publix & Bank of America) will donate 20% of the sales from anyone who places an order on April
28 or May 2 and mentions First Presbyterian Church. Orders can be made all day on the 28th and all day on the 2nd
and it does not make any difference whether they are carry out or delivery, as long as First Pres is mentioned. The
youth group members will be distributing coupons for $3 off any order to be used on these days. Please feel free to
ask our youth for a coupon when you see them. Also, a coupon will be mailed along with the Tower Chimes later in
the month. If you would like more coupons for your place of employment, another organization, or if you have any
questions, please feel free to contact our Director of Student Ministries Josh Peters, (863) 294-3121 or
jpeters@firstpreswh.org. Every penny raised will help support our youth ministry by providing a safe place and
program for youth to live out their faith. Thank you for all that you do to support the youth ministry and if you enjoy
pizza, then we hope you’ll join us for our pizza nights!
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Come and See
What God 1s Doing in World Mission

In the Great Commission recorded at the end of Matthew’s gospel (Matthew 28:18-20), Jesus gives the church a
part of its mission statement as he tells his followers to “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them and
teaching them to observe all that he commanded them.” Many churches have answered this calling, in part by
sending missionaries out in the name of Jesus Christ. The Presbyterian Church (USA) is one such church.

While ministry in the Winter Haven area is one of great importance to our church
and its members, we also believe that God calls us to serve and witness
throughout the world. One way our church has helped make disciples in all
nations, is our mission connection with the Presbytery of Honduras. Every other
summer, senior high young people and adults from our congregation travel in
mission to Honduras (we have taken six such trips in the past 11 years). The |8
work has included building church buildings and homes for the pastors, &%
improving the homes of impoverished Telupan Indians and ministering alongside
our Honduran brothers and sisters by conducting church based medical clinics in “
remote villages.

In addition to our direct contact in sending missionaries from our church to Honduras, as a congregation of the
Presbyterian Church (USA), we are partners with 800 missionaries serving in 80 countries. The Presbyterian
Church also has established over 400 educational institutions around the world and 70 hospitals in 40 countries
beyond the United States. Presbyterians have sent disaster recovery assistance to 40 countries abroad and 25 states
at home.
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Mission Work and Partnership Around the World
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In the Presbytery of Tampa Bay (the 75 churchs in the region that extends from St. Petersburg to Yankeetown to
Lake Hamilton), new churches are being organized, and disciples are being nurtured at the Cedarkirk Camp and
Conference Center, Beth-EIl Farmworker Ministry, Eckerd College and the Campus Ministry at USF in Tampa.
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Cedarkirk

Beth-El

This work beyond Winter Haven is made possible in part by the gifts that we give each week as we bring God’s
tithes and our offerings.

In 2009, our congregation donated:
$7,047.50 to One Great Hour of Sharing
$8,132.16 in 3 Cents-A-Meal (for hunger ministries)
$4,775.00 to the Honduran Partnership and scholarship for Honduran children

$15,095.00 for per capita support for the operations of the Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly of
the Presbyterian Church (USA)

$37,225.00 for missionaries and mission projects of the Presbyterian Church around the world

During 2010 our own church budget includes benevolence support for Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly
missions, and per capita support of the nuts and bolts of PC(USA) ministry beyond our local church.

If you feel that God is calling you to help make disciples around the globe, and want the gospel of Christ to be
shared, prayerfully give to the ministry that we share with other Presbyterians through our church budget. To
learn more about this ministry, you can go online at www.pcusa.org.



