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OUR FALL SEASON'S
SERVICE FOR WHOLENESS...
will be held this Sunday, September 17 at six o'clock in
the chapel. The service includes hymns, prayers, a
meditation, the Sacrament of Holy Communion by the mode
of Intinction and the optional Anointing with Oil. You are
invited to attend this special service offered twice a year by

START READING FOR OUR NEXT
OM, OM BOOK DISCUSSION CLUB
September 18 A Cool and Lonely Courage
by Susan Ottaway.
November 20 The Santa Claus Man
by Alex Palmer.
A copy or copies of the titles should soon be available for check out in the
library. Should you wish to order a copy you may contact Jonathan or Bethany Owen
in the library.
Meetings are at 3 p.m. in the back of McLeod Hall.
Reservations are requested to ensure adequate refreshments.
These may be made through the Church Office at 294-3121.

FunTimers
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 AT 11:30 A.M.
Come to First Pres as our new Director of Student Ministries,
Leonard Mosiah will be our guest speaker. He will tell us about his
background, family and our youth group plans for the year.
Please make your reservation by Wednesday, September 20 by calling the church
office at 294-3121, e-mailing the church at office@firstpreswh.org, or filling out
this tear-off and dropping in the offering plate. Your only cost is the catered lunch.
Name: ___________________________ # Attending: __________
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Sunday, September 17
3 Cents-a-Meal
Chapel Worship
The Connection (MH)
Adult Sunday School
Heart of Worship (Sanctuary)
Children’s Sunday School (CE)
Worship (Sanctuary)
HSYG (GC)
Service for Wholeness w/Communion
(Chapel)
Monday, September 18
MOM (CE)
OM OM Book Club (MH—Back)
Tuesday, September 19
Staff Meeting (MCR)
Finance (UR)
Men’s Lunch (MH)
Wednesday, September 20
MOM (CE)
Preschool Music (CE103)
Christ Kids (CE)
Memorial Garden (MCR)
Christ Kids Bell Ringers (MS)
MSYG (GC)
Chancel Bells
Chancel Choir (MS)
Thursday, September 21
Chapel Bells (MS)
Praise & Worship Band (Sanctuary)
Friday, September 22
MOM (CE)
Saturday, September 23
Soup Kitchen Prep (Kitchen)
Soup Kitchen (737)

When "Pull Yourself Together"
Doesn't Work!
You've heard it time and time again: "Pull
yourself together. . . Cheer up. . . Tough it
out. . . It's not that bad." Perhaps people have
said it to you. Or perhaps you keep saying it to
yourself. But it hasn't helped. You are still
hurting. Things are coming apart, not coming
together. Here's the good news: You don't
have to go through your struggles alone. Help
is available. Our Stephen Ministers are trained
caregivers who will walk with you, listen to
you, and provide confidential one-to-one care
as you search through the pieces and find what
is truly in your heart.
To learn more about Stephen Ministry for
yourself or someone you know call Pat Reass
at 206-9914. Or you can talk with one of
our other Stephen Leaders: Alan Harvey,
Mary Marrs, Steve Negley, Les O’Neal,
Barbara Perkins, or Jean Strang. Our
Stephen Ministers are ready to care for you.

MEMBERS
Marie Able
Roger Able
Maxie Adams
Kathy Andrews
Kathleen Avinger
Bill Brack
Tom Brackett
Henry Braun
Helen Champlain
Tom Coffman
Jana & Mike Easterling
Jeanne Estes
Bill Everhart
Margaret Goodman
Clyde Greene
Jane Hayman
Joyce Hayman
Frances Heath
Kay Hedden
Doris Hill

Ranell Hillman
Camille Howe
Jim Huff
Martha Johnson
Joey Johnston
Peggy Kennedy
Toni Krieger
Dena Lancashire
Jackie Lawn
Kathy Lockhart
Spike Lucia
Larry Marshall
Gladys Meier
Lynnis Mincey
Bev Morris
Joan Murphy
Nancy Neale
Alison O’Neal
Keith Ray
Barbara Roberts

IN THE HOSPITAL:

Earle Roberts
Marilyn Schleifer
Joyce Shirah
Mary Alice, Emma, &
John Skipper
Barbara A. Smith
Barbara H. Smith
Scott Strey
Barbara Tackett
Jay Tackett
McKenzie Tackett
Pam Tallent-Blackburn
Carolyn Thompson
Julia Trachy
Shirley Turner
Lee Wilkinson
Judy Winfree
Retha Wright

Ranell Hillman

Relatives & Friends

Mike & Linda Bechtel
Marie Able’s sister & brother-in-law
Reese Burdette
Dana Cole’s cousin
Al Ellis
Jim Threlkel’s friend
Raymond Fenstermaker
Gale & Gwen Waters’ grandson
Donna Stuart-Jackson
Becky Everhart’s friend
Pete Kent
Charley & Nancy Chilton’s nephew
Linda & Joseph
John & Marilyn Schleifer’s daughter & grandson
Morgan Boats
Edna Mitchell’s grandaughter
Julie Gibson Smith family
Carolyn Thompson’s friend
Kristy Turner
Rick & Pat Reass’ daughter
John Waters
Gale & Gwen Waters’ nephew
Marshall Wood
Jim & Ellie Threlkel’s friend

Brenden Anderson
Eddie Gray
Christian Anderson
David Knowles
Karolina Crockett
John Marotti
Samuel Crockett KaitLin Marotti-Pitts
Zach Drum
Ashton Pitts
Robert Ferguson
Shad Skinner
Stephanie Gillie
Drew Stapor

Our Christian
sympathy goes to
Nell Speer in the
death of her sister,
Vita Lamench,
who died Thursday,
September 7, 2016.

Our deepest
sympathy goes to
the family of
Julia Trachy,
who died on
Wednesday,
September 6, 2017.

CIRCLE MEETINGS HAVE RETURNED
Joy Circle - Tuesday, September 19 at 9:30 a.m. at the home of Carol Carter
Lydia Circle - Monday, October 9 at 10 a.m. in McLeod Hall
We will be using the PW Horizons Bible study titled: "Cloud of Witnesses - The Community of
Christ Hebrew" written by the Melissa Bane Sevier. In nine lessons, the author invites us to
explore major themes found in Hebrews, relate these themes to other parts of our faith tradition,
and tie them together with the overarching motif of community.

COMMUNION TO THE FURTHEST PEW
Last year we began to extend invitations to homebound persons who would like to
receive the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. In anticipation of World Communion
Sunday October 1, the pastors would invite persons who would like to receive
communion in their home to contact us to schedule an appointment. Pastors will be
available: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday mornings September 25,
27, 28, 29 and Monday through Thursday afternoons September 25-28. A deacon
or elder will accompany a pastor. The visit will be 30-45 minutes. Please contact Dr.
Negley or Dr. Harvey by calling 294-3121 to schedule a convenient time.

YOUTH GROUP MEALS
Each week when we meet for Wednesday night middle school youth and Sunday
night high school youth group we share a meal. It is an essential part of our ministry
here at First Pres. Jesus dined with many and it is a time to break bread and share
fellowship. Sometimes the best conversations begin around the table.
If you are interested in preparing a meal in the Golden Center kitchen for our youth or are interested in
donating to our youth fund to help purchase these meals, please contact Leonard at lmosiah@firstpreswh.org
or call the office at 294-3121.

CALLING ALL MUSIC MAKERS
If you have been looking for a way to become more involved in worship at First
Pres, love music and good fellowship, have we got a deal for you! Our new
music season is in full swing rehearsals for chancel choir, bells, youth, and
children’s music. If you are not able to commit to a weekly rehearsal we can
still use you in a small ensemble or as a soloist!
We have also had requests to start a brass and woodwind choir. If you play or played an instrument in High
School and you are interested in dusting it off and playing or loaning it for use in the church, please contact
Lynn at lynn.mccoy@firstpreswh.org.

SEEKING A NEW ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND FAMILY MINISTRIES.
Since the start of the new year, members of our church’s Christian Education Committee have been involved in
discussions with Dr. Evelyn McMullen, our Interim Director of Christian Education, regarding the past, present,
and future of Christian education and faith development in the church. In the past few months, members of the
Session have joined in this season of discernment. After prayerful conversation and reflection, the Session has
decided to move toward filling our staff vacancy in the area of Christian Education with a new Associate Pastor
for Christian Education and Family Ministries.
Following a process outlined by the Presbytery of Tampa Bay’s Commission on Ministry (which has approved
our church’s desire to create this new ordained position), our church’s Nominating Committee has met and is
proposing the following church members for election to and service on an Associate Pastor Nominating
(Search) Committee:
Sadie Owen, Emily Snyder, Geoff Roe, Gannon Olmert, Richard Baker,
Lori Roe, Kit Threlkel, Carol Carter, & Tom Oldt
These nine people (5 women and 4 men) are a representative cross-section of our congregation. They have each
agreed to serve, if elected by the congregation. Four of the nominees are under age 45. Three members of this
proposed slate are in the 46-65 age group in our church. Two proposed members for the committee represent
the 66 and up age cohort of First Presbyterian Church. Dr. Steve Negley will also serve on the committee exofficio.
The Session is CALLING FOR A CONGREGATIONAL MEETING FOR SUNDAY,
September 17 AT 10:55 AM in the SANCTUARY to hear the report of the
Nominating Committee and to elect an ASSOCIATE PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE.
We hope all church members will be present for this discussion and vote.

N O M I NATI N G C O M M I TTE E B I O S
RICHARD BAKER was born in Gainesville, Florida. He grew up in Lakeland, Florida and currently resides there
with his wife Pam. Richard and Pam met and were married while attending college at the University of Florida.
Richard and Pam have two sons, Drew and Josh, both in college at NC State and UF respectively. Richard is currently
the Facilities and Construction Division Manager for the City of Lakeland. Richard and Pam joined First Presbyterian
Church of Winter Haven in 1993. Richard has served as both a Deacon and Elder at FPCWH. Richard enjoys hunting
and fishing in his spare time.
CAROL CARTER and her husband, Bob, have lived in Winter Haven and worshipped at First Presbyterian since
1992. Their children and ﬁve grandchildren live in Orlando. She is a former high school English teacher and also
enjoyed teaching as an adjunct at Polk State. Carol has served as an elder, deacon, and Sunday School teacher and
presently is the discussion leader for the Joy Circle, a Stephen Minister, and a teacher in the Christ Kids program.
THOMAS R. "TOM" OLDT was born in Michigan and came to Florida as a toddler. The Oldts joined First
Presbyterian Church in 1947 and Tom’s earliest memories include being tended to in the nursery (now the chapel) by
church women who became like second mothers. He became a Cub Scout and then a Boy Scout with Troop 121,
earning his Eagle at age 15, and was active in the church’s youth group during high school. At the University of South
Florida, from which he graduated, Tom participated in the Methodist Student Union. During the Vietnam War he
served in the U.S. Navy. After college he worked as a research librarian at The Washington Post, covered Congress as
a writer for The Energy Daily, was a reporter for the St. Petersburg Times and a reporter and later a columnist for The
Ledger. He resumed column writing for The Ledger recently. In a short second career he taught history, economics
and government at Winter Haven High. For the past 23 years he has served as a registered representative and general
securities principal in the investment business, and sits as an arbitrator for the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority
(FINRA). Tom is associated with several community organizations, including Friends of the Ritz, GiveWell
Community Foundation, the Florida Justice Technology Center and the Florida Bar Foundation. He and his wife Jeri
were married by Steve. A former choir member, Tom joined a previous Honduras mission trip. He is honored to be an
Elder and looks forward to continued service.

GANNON OLMERT grew up in High Springs, Florida outside of Gainesville and graduated from Santa Fe High
School in 1998. He then attended Auburn University for three years returning to Gainesville to complete his degree in
Building Construction at the University of Florida in 2003. Gannon had grown up with his wife Amanda in High
Springs and they married in October of 2003. Gannon and Amanda have three children: Landon (10) was born in 2006,
Brayden (8) was born in 2008, and Garren (4) was born in 2013. Gannon was raised in the First Baptist Church of High
Springs where he remained a member until both he and Amanda moved to Polk County in 2004 for MM Parrish
Construction Company. He worked with them for 12 years until joining Tucker Construction & Engineering in early
2011. Upon arriving in Polk County, Gannon and Amanda joined the First Baptist Church of Auburndale and were
members there until they joined First Presbyterian of Winter Haven. Gannon has been a member of First Presbyterian
Church for 7 years and all of his children were baptized here in September 2013. Gannon is finishing his third year as
an elder with the church. Also, Gannon is an active member of the Winter Haven Rotary Club and has served on
several boards with them.
SADIE OWEN is a native of Winter Haven and currently a senior at Winter Haven High School. She has been
attending First Presbyterian Church Winter Haven with her family her entire life. Sadie has been active in both middle
school and high school youth groups, works in the church nursery, helps out in the church libraries, and has been to
Honduras with our mission team. Throughout her high school career, Sadie has been involved with Uth Impact (a Polk
county anti-drug/drinking/smoking coalition), Interact (service club sponsored by Rotary International) and
volunteering at the Winter Haven Public Library. Sadie will graduate high school in 2018 and plans to attend the
University of Florida along with her sister Hadley. There she will study Zoology and Forensics. In her spare time, Sadie
enjoys reading, drawing, and playing with her animals.
GEOFFREY ROE was born in Winter Haven on December 18, 1986 and was baptized at First Presbyterian Church
soon after. Geoff was raised in Eagle Lake until leaving for Atlanta to attend college at Georgia Tech. Before
graduating he met his now wife Nicole. After graduating in 2010 with a Bachelors Degree in Building Construction
Geoff moved back to Winter Haven and began working for his family’s citrus growing operation. He and Nicole
purchased an old home in Eagle Lake soon after moving back, which continues to be a passionate renovation project.
Geoff married Nicole in 2012 and they have since had 3 boys Harper, Charlie, and Nolan. He enjoys spending time
with his family, exercise, and gardening in the back yard.
LORI ROE was raised outside of Rochester, NY. She is thankful for a life-long connection to the Presbyterian Church.
She met her husband, Quentin Roe, while attending the College of Wooster in Ohio. She has her MA from USF.
Quentin and Lori have two grown sons, Eric and his wife Nicole, and Adam and his wife, Brittaney. They are also
proud grandparents to their 20 month old granddaughter "Bliss".Lori and her husband Quentin taught Sunday School
for several years together. They also enjoyed several years of chaperoning the youth to Montreat. Lori is the Director of
Beymer Methodist Preschool and Kindergarten. At Beymer, she also co-leads a group called "Friendship Club" for
young developmentally disabled adults. She previously served this church as a Deacon and during that time served on
the Congregational Care Committee. She has volunteered for the past 15 years with First Presbyterian Church's
Saturday Night Live ministry. She also enjoys being a Stephen Minister. Lori has enjoyed serving as a an elder and is
honored to be considered for the search committee for the Associate Pastor Nominating Committee.
EMILY SNYDER was born in Winter Haven to Jeff & Lisa Snyder. She has been a member of First Presbyterian
Church her entire life. Emily was an active member in the youth group throughout her years in middle and high school.
She was also a part of the Honduras mission teams in 2014 and 2016, served on the Youth Director Search committee
in 2015, and was a Young Adult Advisory Delegate at the 222nd General Assembly. She was active in the community
during high school coaching upward soccer and volunteered twice a week at Elbert Elementary School. Emily is
currently studying Graphic Design in school. Her hobbies include playing soccer and art.
KIT THRELKEL was born in Nashville, TN and moved with her family to Winter Haven in June, 1972 and joined
First Presbyterian Church in 1973. Kit attended the University of South Carolina and graduated from the Medical
College of Georgia with a Bachelor’s of Science in Nursing. Kit’s professional life has been at Winter Haven Hospital
for the past 30 years working in many Human Resources positions and most recently as Manager of Volunteer
Services. While on session as an Elder, Kit chaired the Personnel and Administration Committee and 2 search
committees for Interim Sr. Pastor and Sr. Pastor/HOS. Kit has previously served on an Associate Pastor Search
Committee and been a youth Sunday school teacher. She is an usher, provides meals for youth groups, is a member of
the Personnel and Administration Committee. Kit considers 1st Pres as her second family and is honored to be asked to
serve on the APSC as we seek new opportunities to grow in pastoral resources with Christian education leadership in
our faithful journey.

Worship (and more) on the Lord’s Day at First Pres
8:15 a.m. Chapel Worship
A traditional worship service held in our chapel. The service follows the same order as the 11:00 a.m. worship,
does not have a Chancel Choir. Musical ensembles offer special music on many Sundays. A Time with Younger
Disciples is included
when we have children in attendance.
9:15 – 10:45 a.m. The Connection
An extended fellowship time in McLeod Hall which offers a coffee bar type selection with different flavors,
creamers, pastries, etc. The Connection is gathering place before (or after) worship, and between worship and
Sunday School for some. Hosts circulate in McLeod Hall and the CE Building to assist people in making
connections
with others in one of the worship or Christian Education options.
9:30 – 10:45 a.m. Adult Sunday School
A variety of Christian Education classes are offered for adults. (Pre-care will be offered from 9:30 – 10:00 a.m.
for the children of parents attending adult Sunday School. Church school staff/volunteers will escort pre-care
children to music at 10:00 a.m.)
10:00 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. Children’s Sunday School
We begin with music with Ms. Lynn at 10:00 a.m. and then children of all ages
are welcomed to explore faith in their own classes
9:30 - 10:25 a.m. Heart of Worship
A Praise and Worship service held in our sanctuary. Along with scripture, sermon, and prayers, a praise band
helps the congregation in adoring and showing reverence to God. Following the Time with Younger Disciples,
children are invited to join Ms. Lynn in music and then to join in their own Children’s Sunday School Classes.
11:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
A traditional worship service held in our sanctuary. The service follows the same
order as the 8:15 a.m. Chapel Service, and includes music from the Chancel Choir
and the organ, as well as other instruments and groups.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES
For Kids: We’ll be getting to know some amazing Bible characters this fall: Hannah, Samuel, Saul, David,
and Solomon. Short videos, music, art, and Bible activities will keep the kids coming back for more!
If your family attends the 9:30 a.m. service, kids age 4 and older worship with their families for the first part of
the service. After the “Time with Younger Disciples,” age 4 through grade 5 may be dismissed to the Christian
Education building for music and classes until 10:45 a.m.
If your family attends the 11:00 a.m. service, come to the CE Building for music and classes from 10:00 until
10:45 a.m.
For Adults: From 9:30 until 10:30 a.m. in the Geneva Room is the Perspectives Class. A low-keyed round
table discussion group of adult Christians who learn and grow from shared insight and perspectives.
Discussions are led by Dr. Jim Threlkel and Mr. Glenn Thomas. Study topics follow the outline of great books.
September 10 continues a study of William Barclay’s The Mind of Jesus.
Also for Adults: What Do We Believe? In Words & Images. We will study the creeds of the church for 3weeks. The banners in McLeod Hall are a backdrop for our study as we consider the way the church
interpreted scripture through the ages. We will meet in the back of McLeod Hall September 10, 17, & 24
from 9:30 until 10:30 a.m.

DON’T MISS THE CONNECTION
9:15—10:45 A.M.
Fellowship time in McLeod Hall offers a coffee bar type selection with
different flavored creamers, pastries, etc. It is a gathering place before (or
after) worship, and between worship and Sunday School for some. Hosts
circulate in McLeod Hall and the CE Building to greet and assist people in
making connections with others in one of the worship or Christian
Education options.

ANGELS CARE CENTER OF ELOISE-

Angel Collection Box Needs
There is an ongoing need for the following items to give out at the Angels
Care Center. Please leave items in the Angel Collection Box in McLeod Hall.
Thank YOU, and God Bless!!!
First Aid Kits: washcloths, band-aids, wet wipes, small soaps, small
antibacterial soap, Q-tips, small packets of antibiotic ointment, etc.
Children’s “Jesus Kits”: coloring sheets with Biblical themes, crayons,
scripture/song cards (simple and short for children), small books, stickers, etc.
Toiletry Kits: shampoo, soap, deodorant, razors, feminine products, combs, washcloths, hand gel, lotion,
toothbrush and toothpaste, small samples from hotel/motels, etc.
Miscellaneous: zip lock bags (gallon, quart and snack size).

DON’T FORGET THE ANGEL VAN MINISTRY
The Angel Van is a service deacons provide for adults who have no means
of transportation to and from our Sunday worship. Those who would like to
take advantage of this service need to call the office at 294-3121 by noon
on Fridays. Your request will be relayed to the deacon driving on that
Sunday and the deacon will contact you by telephone on Saturday
to confirm your desire to be transported and to arrange the time of pick up
for our 10:30 a.m. service. Please let us know if we can be of service to you.

Stressed? Discouraged? Lonely? Sad? Don't Suffer Alone. Help Is Available.
Sometimes we fall into a trap where we think it's a sign of
weakness to ask for help. So when we're stressed,
discouraged, lonely, or sad, we try to keep our struggles
hidden and are reluctant to ask for help. However, that's not
God's plan. Galatians 6:2 says, "Bear one another's
burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ." God wants us to
care for others--and allow others to care for us in our time
of need.
If you're sad or struggling inside, don't suffer alone. Ask for help. We've got a team of Stephen Ministers who
are ready to provide confidential one-to-one care, encouragement, and support to help you through a tough
time. Find out more about Stephen Ministry by calling Pat Reass at 206-9914. Or you can talk with one of
our other Stephen Leaders: Alan Harvey, Mary Marrs, Steve Negley, Les O’Neal, Barbara Perkins, or
Jean Strang. Our Stephen Ministers are ready to bring God's love and care into your life.

Our Purpose Statement
As
a
congregation
of
the
Presbyterian
Church (USA), First Presbyterian Church of Winter
First Presbyterian Church
637 6th Street, NW
Haven exists to show God’s kingdom to the world as we...
Winter Haven, FL 33881
Share the good news of what God has done in Jesus Christ
863-294-3121
Develop and nurture God’s children into disciples
FAX 863-294-1105
Provide a place and a program for praising God
www.firstpreswh.org
Live our lives according to the Word, guided by the Spirit
office@firstpreswh.org
Commit to justice for all God’s people.
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Bag Lunch Ministry
We gave out 205 bag lunches
the week of 9/4/17.
Soup Kitchen Ministry
We fed 44 people on 9/9/17.

STARTING THE FALL OF 2017
Our FIFTH SUNDAY FIRST PRES FAMILY GATHERING
On each and every Fifth Sunday (October 29, 2017 - December
31, 2017 – April 29, 2018), we will have a single worship
service followed by a fellowship luncheon.
Plan to enjoy worship and lunch with everyone in
your First Pres family!
The Fifth Sunday Single Worship Service at 10:00 a.m. will be a unique order of
worship with elements from our other services: Several opening songs with our
Praise Band - An anthem presented by our Chancel Choir - One hymn
accompanied on piano and another on our pipe organ - Closing music by
one of our hand bell groups or ensembles - Sermon and
Time with Younger Disciples by our Pastors
Then, at 11:15 a.m. – we will have a Congregation-wide Fellowship Luncheon.
The meal will be served family style in McLeod Hall at our round tables. No
reservations requested or required (There will be plenty of food. Any leftovers will
be used by our Senior High Youth for their Sunday night meal, our Middle School
Youth for their Wednesday night meal, or our Saturday Soup Kitchen.)

